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As Autumn draws on we look back over the Summer and relive all sorts of memories and 

feelings. Tended our gardens, watched a lot of tv, did a lot of reading and writing, used the 

phone to receive and make numerous calls, became fans of quizzes and jigsaw puzzles, also 

ventured out again for shopping and flu Jabs. 

Looking forward we see good signs and also dark shadows as the Corona Virus is still 

virulent but can be overcome with care and good actions by everyone. 'Normal' life will 

only fully return when it is safe to do so. 

In the meantime I say "Thank You For Being My Friend" to everyone who has helped me 

and my family, my neighbours, my friends, my acquaintances and my relatives near and far. 

In this month's edition we have plenty of items to interest and inform so explore and enjoy. 

Anita Winslade (Editor,October 2020) 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

  FROM THE MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 

TO ALL CHILDREN IN THE MOMSS&G VILLAGES 
 

We would love to have your drawings for this year’s United 

Benefice Christmas Card from the vicar and churchwardens 

that goes to everyone in our villages.  

Drawings should be of some part of the Christmas Nativity 

story, preferably done in coloured felt tips on plain white A5 

size paper. 

Please put your name, age and phone number on the back of 

your drawing and give it to one of the MOMSS team (below) or post it to Isobel Davis, 

West View, Fore St, Othery, Bridgwater, TA7 0QQ (opposite Maisey’s Bakery).   
 

We need them by Monday 2 November so that we can choose which to use on the 

front page and elsewhere on the card in time for printing and sending all around the 

benefice. 
 

The MOMSS Magazine Committee, Richard Graham, Anita Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel 

Davis and Gill Wilkinson 

 

ALL GOOD GIFTS AROUND US 
Harvest is one of the most wonderful times of celebration in the year. 

Even in a year when so much in our lives have been disrupted by the 

crippling effects of the coronavirus, there is still unbridled joy at the 

beauty and providence of creation. Even when our normal way of 

living has been so changed; with places closed, exams suspended, lives 

sadly lost, anniversaries largely uncelebrated, still we are able to 

celebrate the changing of the seasons and the bountiful provision of 

  FROM THE PRIEST-IN-CHARGE 
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the harvest, made possible by the abundant 

generosity and grace of God. 

As Charles Spurgeon wrote, 'Nature is simply 

God’s creation, workshop, laboratory, 

storehouse and banqueting hall. Nature is 

sustained and governed by God’s divine power 

and is a glorious symbol of his grace and 

faithfulness'. 'So, we have the pleasure of 

continuing to enjoy, celebrate and give thanks 

for the abundant fruit of harvest time, even 

when our routines are turned upside down'. 

And whilst we enjoy harvest and thank God 

for the multiplicity of amazing gifts which we 

continue to be graciously given, and the equal 

multiplicity of opportunities made available to 

us from the resources of the world, it is also a 

very good time to consider our priorities in 

life, what really matters.  

There are some obvious salutary lessons to be 

learned at harvest about how we care for the 

world with which we have been entrusted. We 

are greatly privileged to live in such a beautiful 

part of the country, yet this world is not ours to do with as we would wish, without 

thought of others and especially those to whom we will pass it on. There is a clear 

expectation that we be good stewards of the wealth of beauty and resources that we 

enjoy and prepare to pass it on in to our children and grandchildren in a better condition 

than that in which we found it. Along with that, comes a responsibility to conserve our 

many resources. Rather than amassing more and more for ourselves, a practice that never 

ultimately satisfies, we need to look over our shoulder at those who have been left behind 

and to share the bounty of our harvest with them, for it is truly as Jesus said,  "it is more 

blessed to give than to receive". 

So when you fill up your shopping trolley with the bounty of harvest, brought to us from 

home and abroad, remember to be thankful for God’s gracious provision and to give some 

thought to the people who are often poorly treated and unjustly rewarded for the goods 

that we enjoy. Harvest is a time of great thanksgiving and an opportunity to take part in 

righting the wrongs in our world. 

Rev Andrea Harwood 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
On Saturday 22 August Mervyn and Anita Winslade of Othery celebrated their 50th 

(Golden) Wedding Anniversary. 

On Saturday 12 September John and Kathleen Betty of Othery celebrated their 60th 

(Diamond) Wedding Anniversary. 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  
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The magazine committee would welcome details of any other special happy anniversaries 

celebrated in our 6 villages. Editor 

 

"THANK YOU" FROM BISHOP PETER 
“I thank everyone for your support and prayers for Jane and me and our 

family whilst I was in hospital. I have now completed the first round of 

treatment and over the weekend (of 12-13 September) I was able to come 

home for a few days. This has given me the chance to read all the cards 

and emails and greetings which people have sent and it has been 

encouraging and uplifting to hear from so many people. I am also deeply 

grateful for the wonderful treatment and care that I received in hospital. 

The professionalism and kindness of the staff has been extraordinary and 

humbling. The plan is for me to go back into hospital shortly, for a second 

course of chemotherapy.  

The aim of this is to prepare me for stem cell transplant (bone marrow transplant) later 

in the year. The good news is that a good number of potential donors have already been 

identified and they are now undertaking tests to identify the best possible match. Once 

again I thank you for your prayers, messages of love and support. They have meant so 

much to me and the family. Be assured of my prayers for you. May the Lord be with you 

in all things." 

The Rt Rev Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells 



4 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS ARE REOPENING 
Two of the benefice churches are open for Individual Prayer, details as below: 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy - Daily 10am to 4pm. 

St Francis Stawell - Wednesday 10am-12noon; Saturday 2pm-4pm 

You are most welcome to those churches for Individual Prayer. If you would like to 

arrange a time for private prayer in Stawell, contact the Churchwarden Rachel Fortune 

01278 723416. 

Sunday Services will be held in churches at 10.30am as follows: 

4 October – Stawell; 11 October – Othery; 18 October – Moorlinch; 25 October – 

Middlezoy.   

You are asked only to attend the church in your parish as Covid requirements 

limit numbers.  

Details will be circulated by the churchwardens as required. 

Ian Campbell, Mervyn Winslade, Margaret Harris, Fiona Hixon, Rachel Fortune 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
Send any prayer request in at any time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. We realise that the 

situation we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore please ask for prayers when 

they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your requests to our prayers. You can be 

sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.  

This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond. 

Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church Middlezoy Facebook 

page. 
 

 

BENEFICE OUTDOOR SERVICE 

On a beautiful early autumn morning, 38 people and 2 dogs attended the United Benefice/

Methodist Church Harvest Service in the churchyard of Holy Cross on Sunday 13 

September.   

The service was led by Rev Andrea Harwood, assisted by Rev 

Deborah Kirk. Reflections and poems were read by 

representatives from each of the villages. Singing was not 
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permitted but, during the periods of silence, the sound of the birds compensated.  

Thank you to the flower arrangers for adding to the occasion by decorating the porch 

in a harvest theme. Due to the pandemic restrictions the usual donation of produce 

was not possible, however the retiring collection, in aid of Bridgwater Foodbank, raised 

over £400. 
 

 

LETTER FROM JEANETTE SCOTT 
Dear All, 

October marks a big anniversary for me, as it was this month in 2003 that I was 

licensed as a Reader in Wells Cathedral, by Bishop Andrew of Taunton. It was such a 

happy, sunny day. Canon Mike and many from the Benefice were there, and my children 

had come to support me. There was a huge, memorable Benefice party in the evening 

with each parish doing an entertaining turn. It certainly was entertaining, 'drunken' 

Morris Men is a sight I shall not forget! 

The last seventeen years have been totally heart-warming for me, with many wonderful 

experiences, joy, sadness and lasting friendships formed. I have seen many come to 

know our Lord Jesus, many growing so much in their faith, and many amazing Christian 

loved ones being called home. Every month each village, on a rotating basis, had a 

Morning Prayer service on a Wednesday morning. In that service all in the villages were 

prayed for, all the sick, and the school-children and teachers. Not many people know 

that there is a fairy in Sutton Mallet Church, but every time I went there on a cold 

winter’s morning the fairy had lit a fire for me! 

But now the Lord is telling me it is time to stop, something that has been very hard for 

me to get my head around. However I have always listened to Him all through these 

years and He is always right. 

But make no mistake, I shall still be walking with the Lord, and will always be praying 

for you all and my door is always open with love for each one of you. 

God bless you, 

With my love, 

Jeanette 

 
 

MAYFLOWER 
400TH 
ANNIVERSARY  
Online concert 

As in previous years, 

the United Benefice 

Choir has been 

planning a singalong 

concert on Saturday 

24 October, this 

year to 

commemorate the 

sailing of the 

Mayflower from 

Plymouth. This 
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would tell the story of their voyage in song with audience participation. We are now 

hoping to perform this online with anyone welcome to join in. The Zoom contact should 

be distributed nearer the time. Keep an eye open for further information! 

Kath Cowles 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY SCHOOLS 
It is a pleasure to introduce myself, Mrs Lindsay Hayward, as the new Head Teacher of 

Middlezoy and Othery schools. I have received a very warm welcome at both schools, 

and I am really looking forward to sharing news of our journey with you all as we move 

through the coming year.  

We have had a wonderful start to our new school year.The children have all returned full 

of enthusiasm, looking incredibly smart and they have made a promising start to their 

learning. The resilience of children never fails to amaze me as we learn to work together 

in our bubbles and establish our “new normal”.   

We have certainly been remarkably busy already. Children from Owls, Herons and 

Cranes classes were treated to inspiring science workshops, in the very first week, as an 

introduction to their science topics of Space and Sound. This was followed by two English 

focus days, during which all the children had the opportunity to work with a local poet 

and as a result, they have produced stunning artwork at both schools.  

We have established new links with a school in Tanga, Tanzania and are thrilled to be 

learning about a different country and culture. I hope to update you about this more next 

month alongside other exciting enrichment opportunities for the children. 

Finally, for now, during the summer holidays a lot of improvements happened at the 

schools to develop both learning environments for the children.My special thanks goes to 

the working party, who helped with gardening and maintenance, your efforts and time are 

greatly appreciated by both the staff and children. 

Lindsay Hayward, Headteacher 

 

QUIZZICAL NUMBERS 
Misprint in Question 2 

Eagle-eyed Ian Greenaway contacted us to point out that there was a typing error which 

even the proofing team did not notice! Our apologies for any resulting confusion. The 

second sentence in this question should have read 'Together Peter and Mary have double 

the amount Paul has'. Everything else was accurate. Editor 
 

WANTED! 
New PCSOs to join Avon and Somerset Police 

Avon and Somerset Police have launched a campaign to recruit new Police Community 

Support Officers (PCSOs) seeking talented people from a wide range of backgrounds for 

a rewarding career by playing a vital role in supporting, protecting and engaging with local 

communities. PCSOs are part of neighbourhood police teams and work with colleagues 

from across the organisation to reduce crime and provide a visible and reassuring 

presence in neighbourhoods. They build relationships with local people to understand the 

policing issues that matter to them most and work with schools, colleges, community 

leaders, businesses and other groups to listen, engage and provide support on a wide 

  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS 
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range of policing issues. PCSOs are 

community champions and problem solvers 

who make a positive impact. The role is 

varied and exciting and PCSOs are out and 

about every day, walking or cycling the 

streets, meeting people and offering 

support and advice. Their work can include 

offering crime prevention advice, working 

with partners to address anti-social 

behaviour, intelligence gathering, 

supporting at crime scenes or events and 

much more. Rather than seeking specific 

skills or experience, Avon and Somerset 

Police want people from all backgrounds 

and with a range of professional and life 

experiences to apply, helping us to be truly 

representative of the communities we 

serve. Candidates could come from other 

career backgrounds, be returning to work 

after raising a family or seeking a role after 

leaving college or university. 

Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) 

Sue Mountstevens added: “Neighbourhood 

policing, which include PCSOs, is at the heart of our communities. PCSOs make a real 

difference to local people by helping to promote community safety and reducing the fear 

of crime in their area so becoming a PCSO could be the role for you. Do not hesitate to 

apply.”  

Full details from: 

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/media/32958109/wanted-new-pcsos.pdf 

 

RABBITS! 
Has anyone else noticed the increase in wildlife during Lockdown? Recently, walking the 

old railway line from Langport we were absolutely surrounded by birdsong and 

butterflies and even at home in our garden and adjacent field it has been noticeable. 

Apart from those unpleasant creepy-crawlies and flying things which seem to look on me 

as their next meal, the diversity of 

butterflies has included a profusion of 

whites, yellows and blues, some fantastic 

examples of Gatekeepers and Speckled 

Woods, as well as positively sparkling 

Small Tortoiseshells, Peacocks and Red 

Admirals. 

Birds have included blackbirds, 

disappointingly few starlings, the usual 

members of the pigeon and crow 

families, green and great spotted 
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woodpeckers and significantly more 

baby songbirds. Two broods of 

goldfinches fledged and enjoyed the 

sunflower hearts in the birdfeeders, 

sadly a couple of them departing this 

life by flying into our windows and I 

found one little one drowned in the 

pond. Talking of the pond, a young 

heron arrived in our garden yesterday 

morning and devoured all the goldfish! 

My title says rabbits, but we’ve also 

seen a stoat run across our garden 

with its unmistakable black-tipped tail, a hedgehog, a badger and squirrels. Our neighbours 

videoed a magnificent fox one day, but we weren’t so impressed when the following day, in 

broad daylight, it massacred most of another neighbour’s chickens. The replacements 

include a magnificent cockerel which blatantly shows off to all the hens. 

Earlier in the summer one young rabbit visited our garden on a daily basis, almost 

becoming one of the family, but eventually returned to join the others in the field. They 

give us hours of entertainment, but I’m beginning to think they could benefit from using an 

NHS family planning clinic! Kath Cowles 
 

 

FARM DIARY 
This is written for non-farmers who live 

surrounded by farmland. 

In the Fields. October is the start of the 

winter cereal drilling programme. For every 

week the drilling is delayed, there is 

normally a yield penalty. Of course, this is a 

guide not a hard and fast rule. Also not 

every field can be drilled on the same day 

as it takes time. Our oil seed rape was 

drilled in August. We have found through 

bitter experience that it must be drilled this 

early or else it will not have grown enough 

to go into the winter and survive attack by 

the pigeons and possible very cold weather. 

It needs a good root system for these 

purposes. August is wetter than September. 

August is our third wettest month of the 

year and that helps its germination. 

Although farmers are blamed for the 

apparent loss of insects, we have already 

lost areas of this rape to the cabbage stem 

flea beetle. An occupational hazard. 
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Bio-diversity etc. David Attenborough recently pointed out the terrible state of 

decline of the world’s wildlife. On our farm, as on many British farms, we have had grass 

margins around our arable fields for decades. These areas are left untouched until the 

autumn when most, but not all of them, are topped. They are for the wildlife and are in 

addition to miles of hedges. They represent 5% of our arable acreage and with arable 

land priced anywhere between £7,000 and £9,000 per acre this is a big commitment. 

Returning to the subject of meat eating, many commentators casually say they are 

forgoing meat eating as a small attempt to help save the planet. In this country we 

receive a lot of rain. That is why the country is green. If you travel abroad you will see 

that this is unusual. Herbivores such as cattle and other animals that we farm are able to 

turn this into something nutritious that we can eat - meat. 

Richard Graham 
 

SKY AT NIGHT 
October 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of October 7.13am-6.48pm 

End of October 7.03am-4.46pm 

Moon Phases 

Full 1 October—Last Quarter 10 October—New Moon 16 October 

First Quarter 23 October—Full 31 October 

Planets 

The red planet Mars is a fantastic sight this month and reaches opposition on the 13th. It 

is brighter now than Jupiter which sets in the south west at 10.30pm with Saturn 

following at 11pm. At 3.30am Venus (which in turn is brighter than Mars) rises in the 

east. 

Stars 

The Andromeda Galaxy is well placed for observation this month and can be found by 

locating the top left hand star of the Great Square of Pegasus (which was mentioned in 

last month’s Sky at Night) then moving two stars along and then slowly scanning up. 

Andromeda appears as a faint misty patch of light to the naked eye but takes on more 
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form with binoculars or a small telescope. The Andromeda Galaxy is the furthest object 

visible to the unaided eye and it takes the light from the galaxy 2.5 million years to reach 

us and is the nearest major galaxy to our own Milky Way Galaxy.   

Phenomena 

British Summer Time ends on the 25th when at 2am we put our clocks back one hour to 

Greenwich Meantime. The full moon on the 31st is known as a Blue Moon and has 

nothing to do with its colour.  

Paul Adamson 01823698156 

 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
Our online meetings continue on the 28th with a members’ evening of talks, subjects 

include November’s night sky, famous astronomers, the Starlink satellites, and observing 

the planet Mars. If you would like to join this meeting please contact us at 

somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com and we will send you details on how to take part. 

We have a website somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk and are also on Facebook. 

Paul Adamson, 01823 698156 

 

A PAGEANT OF ENGLISH VERSE 
If you like poetry and know the 'classic' ones, you will enjoy this condensed anthology 

which was passed to me. 

Pam Coombes 
 

I won’t arise and go now, and go to Innisfree 

I’ll sanitise the doorknob and make a cup of tea. 
 

I won’t go down to the sea again, I won’t go out at all, 

I’ll wander lonely as a cloud from the kitchen to the hall. 
 

There’s a green-eyed yellow monster to the north of Katmandu 

But I shan’t be seeing him just yet and nor, I think, will you. 
 

While the dawn comes up like thunder on the road to Mandalay 

I’ll make my bit of supper and eat it off a tray. 
 

I shall not speed my bonnie boat across the sea to Skye 

Or take the rolling English road from Birmingham to Rye. 
 

About the woodland, just right now, I am not free to go 

To see the Keep Out posters or the cherry hung with snow 
 

And no, I won’t be travelling much, within the realms of gold. 

Or get me to Milford Haven. All that’s been put on hold. 
 

Give me your hands, I shan’t request, albeit we are friends 

 Nor come within a mile of you, until this dreadful show ends 

 

 

BEWARE OF SCAMS 
Autumn is here and so are the villains – who have no respect for season or people. 

BOGUS TELEPHONE CALLS 

The names of well-known companies are being used to try and part us from our money. 
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If you get any unexpected calls telling you that you urgently need to pay money to 

settle a bill or continue with your phone line access immediately terminate the call. If 

they try again cut off that call also. Be on your guard, don't become a victim. 

DOOR STEP SCAMS AND CRIMES 

There has been a reported increase in doorstep scams and crimes - particularly 

targeting the elderly and vulnerable. If you haven't already got one, front door Security 

Chains are inexpensive and easy to fit. 

So, if you are home alone and feel vulnerable, whenever you answer the door 

remember to LOCK, STOP, CHAIN, CHECK. 

LOCK: secure all your other outer doors as the person at the door may intend to 

distract you while an accomplice gets in through a back door. 

STOP: think about whether you’re expecting anyone. 

CHAIN: put the door chain on or look through the window or spyhole to see who’s 

there. 

CHECK: ask for an identity card and examine it carefully - you can always tell the 

caller to come back another time when someone will be with you. 

KEEP SAFE & SECURE   Avon & Somerset Police advice . 
 

 

RECYCLING UPDATE 
What is collected 

Box 1 (usually green) 

Paper – newspapers, magazines, leaflets, directories, white envelopes (no need to 

remove windows) and other white paper. 

Glass bottles and jars – rinsed and unbroken (no table or cook ware). 

Box 2 (usually black) 

Food and drink cans – rinsed and squashed if possible – no need to remove labels – 

please place loose can lids inside squashed cans (including steel jar tops inside squashed 

steel cans); all other metal items should be taken to any recycling site. 

Aerosols – only recycle empty – do not pierce or squash – if you can, remove the 

plastic cap and nozzle. 

Plastic bottles (not pots, tubs, trays or film) from inside the house – no tops, caps or 
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spray nozzles – please rinse. 

Cardboard – brown corrugated, grey card, greetings cards and brown envelopes – 

please flatten.  Small bits of card can be put into larger boxes before flattening – cut or 

tear up large pieces.  Please remember, very large pieces should be taken to a recycling 

site and may not be collected at the kerbside. 

Foil – aluminium foil only and not if plastic or paper backed (check with the scrunch test 

– scrunch up and if stays squashed together it can be recycled as foil). 
 

IMPORTANT: kerbside collection of textiles, clothes, shoes has changed. 

Clothes and shoes must be good enough to be worn again.  Tie wearable clothes and 

shoes in a carrier bag – not a black sack – to keep them completely dry and put out on 

top of your recycling boxes. 

Textiles – bedding, curtains, throws – are no longer taken. 

'Lockable' kerbside food box (brown) 

Use the food waste collections to recycle all cooked and raw food waste, including: 

Meat and fish – including bones and carcasses that fit in your caddy 

Fruit and vegetables 

Cheese and eggs 

Bread, pasta and cereal 

Tea bags and coffee grounds – including coffee filter paper 

Pet food 

Paper kitchen towel and napkins 

Items not taken on the food waste service 

Plastic bags 

Food packaging: aluminium foil, cardboard or plastic 

Liquid food waste including cooking oil 

Garden waste 

Do not put the brown kitchen caddy outside instead of the bigger food waste bin; caddies 

are not as tough or as easily seen by busy collection crews. 

www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling-collections 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 
* Private Chapel of Rest * 

* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 
* Home Visiting Service * 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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IN THE GARDEN 

October jobs to be done 
Fruit and veg  

• Clear away summer crops  

• Lift riot vegetables such as carrots 

and beetroot (leaving parsnips)  

• Plant our winter cabbage seedlings  

• Earth up celery  

• Harvest unripened tomatoes and 

bring them indoors to ripen  

• Harvested onions should now be 

dry. String them up and hang them 

in a shed away from sunlight and 

frost 

• Harvest apples and pears. Use a 

cupped hand, lift and twist if they 

are ripe they will come away easy.  

• Plant any new fruit trees  

• Inspect fruit trees, and cut out and 

cankers back to clean wood - 

prune current, gooseberries  and 

outdoor grapes   

Ornamental Garden 

• Now is the time to plant out herbaceous perennials, trees, shrubs and bush 

roses. 

• Old established borders can be tended to if required by splitting and re spacing 

congested plants. 

• Cut down dahlias after the first frost. If they are in a sheltered spot they can 

remain in the ground over winter. However you may prefer to lift the tubers and 

store them away from sunlight in a dry shed. 

• All spring flowering bulbs can now be put out. This includes daffodils, tulips, 

snowdrops and hyacinths.  

• Add farmyard manure to flower borders. 

• Rose cuttings can now be taken.  

General Maintenance 

• Continue mowing lawns on a higher setting if 

your grass is still growing.  

 

Rhiannon Bucton 

 

  MIDDLEZOY

  MOORLINCH
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BENEFICE CHRISTMAS CARD 
Any children in the village who would like to draw a picture for the Benefice Christmas 

Card please see page 1 for details of how to enter. 

 

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING 
Just to say hello and put you in the picture. We were having chats to see if we could 

open but decided not before Christmas and think about it again in the New Year and 

now the 'rule of 6' has come in and endorsed the fact that this will not be possible. We 

are missing all of you and have heard some of you miss the social get togethers too but 

we will have to wait and see what develops. Try to keep busy and perhaps find a new 

hobby! 

We are trying to thin out the books etc. so look out for possible Pop-Up book stalls. 

We will advertise on Facebook/village page and at the Shop. 

Pauline & Co. 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH 
Just keeping in touch to say we are planning to start Services on Sunday 25 October at 

6.30pm. However, as with everything this is dependent on 'circumstances'. Thoroughly 

enjoyed the outdoor Service at the Church on 13 September - good to be able to 

worship together. 

Best wishes, Pauline 

Pauline Steward 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 
Middlezoy Community Project (MCP) 

We held our AGM on Monday 7 September at the village hall, taking advantage of the 

Covid ready arrangements we had put in place. Sadly, two members of our committee 

have decided to step down – Julia Foad and our long serving secretary, Caroline Storey, 

we wish them the very best in the future. On a brighter note we have two new members 

- Yvette Carver as our new secretary and Nick Hutt, village representative.  

We have used the lockdown period to refurbish all the toilet areas which are now looking 

extremely smart, and will enhance the hall no end. 

The hall is now available to hire, but due to Covid 19 restrictions we have to limit access. 

As this continues to change, it is best to contact our new secretary, Yvette, at 

middlezoyvillagehallsecretary@gmail.com to see if we can help you with a booking. With this 

in mind, we have organised a new date for the postponed Queen tribute night and 

decided on 24 July 2021. We will of course, honour your tickets bought last year or if you 

prefer, you can get a refund from Middlezoy Post Office. The committee is busy thinking 

about activities we can put in place to sustain the hall in these difficult times. Please see 

our website www.middlezoyvillagehall.org for more details of the hall and/or our Facebook 

page @ Middlezoy Village Hall.  

Mike Birks 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
The Church is Open  

The church is now open every day from 10am to 4pm for private prayer. Guidance on 

available seating and precautions to reduce the possible spread of Covid 19 are on display. 

Fund Raising 

On Saturday 12 September a sale of home-

made jams, pickles, cakes in Pam Hayman’s 

garden was well attended.  

Thank you to all the cooks, bakers and 

apple/berry pickers in helping to raise £417 

for church funds.  

Annual Vestry and Parochial Church 

Meetings 

The Annual Vestry and Parochial Church 

meetings will be held on Sunday 25 

October in the church immediately 

following the church service, The future of 

churches and church services after the 

pandemic is being discussed at all levels of 

the Church of England as well as by other 

denominations. We need to discuss what is 

best for our parish church, so please come 

along and make your contribution. If you 

are unable to attend, please let Ian 

Campbell (01823 698790) know and he will 
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pass on your ideas. 
Remembrance Sunday 

It is uncertain of the format at present, but it 

is hoped the Annual Remembrance Day 

Service will be held within the churchyard on 

Sunday 8 November. Once the details are 

finalised all the organisations will be notified.  

Prayer Requests 

Please send any prayer requests in at any time 

to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. 

We realise that the situation we are in at the 

moment is very changeable therefore please 

ask for prayers when they are needed. A 

group of us are ready to add your requests to 

our prayers. You can be sure everything is 

done in the strictest confidence. This prayer 

initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or 

beyond. 

Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on 

the Holy Cross Church Facebook page. 

Ian Campbell 

 

CALLING ALL ‘STICKY CHURCH’ 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
We hope you are well, enjoyed your summer break and are now happy and safe back at 

school with your friends and teachers. Just to let you know we are still thinking and praying 

for you even if we can’t meet. 

Pauline has found this exciting national competition run by the Real Advent Calendar 

organisation. Please have a look and we encourage you all to enter. We would like to send 

them all together. Therefore the deadline is: Sunday 1 November. 

Your entry (on A4 paper) can be given to any of us or dropped off in Sarah and Rob’s porch, 

(always unlocked) Lanlivery, Main Road Middlezoy, Bridgwater, TA7 0PB. 

Have fun, we know and have seen all your creative pieces of artwork. Any queries please let 

us know.  

God Bless from all 'Sticky Church' team. 

Deborah, Pauline, Rob, Sarah and Susy. 01823 690042, 07783 305835 

sarah@blaketraining.co.uk. 
 

Children's £300 competition 

To mark the launch of the 2020 Real Advent Calendar, we are holding a special competition 

with £300 worth of prizes and some chocolate up for grabs. 

This year some of our products will feature a rainbow - a sign of God’s love, a reminder of 

the importance of working together in inspiring ways and a tribute to key workers. 

The challenge is to design the cover of an Advent Calendar which illustrates the Christmas 

story and includes a rainbow. The rainbow reference does not have to be a literal rainbow 

though it could be. Perhaps the cloaks of a wise man may be rainbow coloured or an angel 
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may have rainbow hair. We only need to see 

the picture so don't worry about doors and 

numbers. 

Who can enter 

Schools, youth groups and children at home can 

enter. 

There are three entry categories: Infants-

children aged up to 5 years, Juniors- children 

aged 5-10, and Seniors-children aged 11-16. 

In each category the prizes are £50 book tokens 

for the winners and £25 book tokens for the 

two runners up. Every winner and runner up will receive some chocolate to share with 

friends. 

How to enter 

All entries must be completed on A4 paper. 

On the back of each entry we need the name and age of the child and a name and 

contact number of a parent or responsible adult. 

Winners will be notified by 16 November. 

The competition is open to all children but limited to one entry per person. 

Real Advent Calendar 

BENEFICE CHRISTMAS CARD 
Any children in the village who would like to draw a picture for the Benefice Christmas 

Card please see page 1 for details of how to enter. 
 

OTHERY READING GROUP 
The book read for September was Sebastian Faulks 'Birdsong'. Amazon says 

'Birdsong' is a mesmerising story of love and war spanning three generations between 

WW1 and present day. Most of the group agreed. 'The vanishing act of Esme Lennox' 

by Maggie O Farrell is the October book. 

Pat Adamson 
 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH 
Annual Vestry and Parochial Church Meetings 

These postponed meetings will be held on Tuesday 13 October from 7.30pm online via 

Zoom. As well as electing the Churchwardens, PCC and Officers we will be discussing 

future services. Anyone on Othery church's Electoral Roll can ask for the online 

streaming codes by contacting Mervyn Winslade (tel: 01823 698368, email: 

mervwinslade@gmail.com). 

Services 

We have already started a successful series of Sunday morning 'Coffee & Prayers' online 

get-togethers and will continue with these. 

On Sunday 10 October we will be trialling a Holy Communion service actually in 

Othery Church starting at 10.30am. The 'elements' handed to communicants, who wish 

to receive them, will be restricted to Bread wafers only – so no Wine given until the 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 
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pandemic is ended. 

Othery Churchwardens and Leadership Team 

 

POPPY SELLING, OTHERY 
Due to the current Covid situation we have been told that there will be no 

house-to-house sales this year. There will also be no boxes in local shops or 

pubs in order to keep people safe. You can go onto the British Legion 

website online and some major supermarkets will have poppies. 

Pat Adamson 

BENEFICE CHRISTMAS CARD 
Any children in the village who would like to draw a picture for the Benefice Christmas 

Card please see page 1 for details of how to enter. 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH  
Together Again But Apart! 

After several months of virtual meetings our Moorlinch Sunday Thoughts put away their 

phones and tablets and met outside St Mary’s for an al fresco session.  

The forecast threatened drizzle and there was a bit of that, but on the whole it kept fair. 

In keeping with Pauline’s reflection, we were able to listen to a host of bird songs and 

enjoy the stunning views. 

We ‘meet’ on alternate Sundays - so check out the Moorlinch Village Email or Facebook 

for details of times, dates and ‘venues’. Moorlinch CC 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS  
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BENEFICE CHRISTMAS CARD 
Any children in the village who would like to draw a picture for the Benefice 

Christmas Card please see page 1 for details of how to enter. 
 

NEWS FROM ST FRANCIS CHURCH 
The church continues to be open on Wednesdays 10am-12noon and Saturdays 2pm-

4pm.  

Unfortunately in September we had an infestation of flies so we did not open on one 

day, hopefully they will not return.  

It is with great pleasure that I can say there will be a Holy Communion service in St 

Francis church at 10.30am on Sunday 4 October, the first service since lockdown. 

With best wishes to everyone.   Rachel Fortune 
 

BENEFICE CHRISTMAS CARD 
Any children in the village who would like to draw a picture for the Benefice 

Christmas Card please see page 1 for details of how to enter. 
 

GREINTON'S NEWS 
It's been a quiet month in Greinton once 

again. However, if you have been through the 

village in the past few days, you may have 

noticed that we have a new door on our 

phone box, which now houses a defibrillator. 

Unfortunately, we were unable to persuade 

BT to replace the door they removed several 

years ago. However, the Council has very 

kindly match funded the money raised by 

villagers and we have been able to buy and fit 

a brand new door. Many thanks to everyone 

who contributed but especially to Sam Hearn 

for all his hard work. The plan is to use the 

phone box as a small book and DVD 

exchange, as well as a home for the 

defibrillator. 

Unfortunately, we do not feel able to open 

either the village hall or the church for 

normal activity just yet. We are keeping a 

close eye on government rules and guidelines 

in the hope that we can get back to 

something approaching normality as soon as 

it is safe to do so.   Toby Crispin 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), 
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, 
Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other 
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, 
Nutrition, Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 
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  USEFUL INFORMATION 

DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to obtain the code 

to open the cabinet give the following information about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Moorlinch Farm  TA7 9BU   

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 
 

 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes:  Thursdays 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29October 

Black Wheeled Bins: Thursdays1, 15, and 29 October 

Garden Waste Bins: Wednesdays 14 and 28October 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
All of Somerset's 16 Recycling Centres changed over to Winter time tables on 

Thursday 1 October with 9am-5pm weekday opening hours while weekends remain 

9am-4pm. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 

 

POLICE 
Emergencies only tel: 999 

Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS 
8am -10pm Weekdays 0800 555 111 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
This service has restarted. It remains on a Friday every 4 weeks BUT note change of 

times in the villages. 

Next visit: Friday 23 October 

Stawell Village Hall    9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction 10.45am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop  12.30pm - 1.10pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on 0300 

123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 


