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Have you a background in Marketing or 

Promotion? Or are you just good at 

Administration? Could you help with 

locating potential advertisers for our 

magazine? 

The past year has been challenging for all, 

whilst our annual advertisers have 

remained faithful, those that are seasonal 

have had no season. MOMSS is delivered 

free to every household within the six 

parishes, over 1,000 copies as well as 

being available online at 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk 

For MOMSS to remain viable it is 

essential that costs are covered. 

Potential advertisers will be out there 

once restrictions are eased. 

To learn what is involved contact Gill 

Wilkinson 01823 6984129 

wilkiberri@outlook.com, or your local 

committee member Richard Graham, 

Anita Winslade, Jane Stryker or Isobel 

Davis. 

EASTER MESSAGE 

For the last year we’ve been living in a long Good Friday. Many of us 

have felt depressed and low. Others have had to face serious illness, 

death, loss of income and the curtailment of life, especially social life,  

as we know it. And now here we are living through another lockdown 

Good Friday but more importantly, another Easter. However, there is 

light at the end of the tunnel. Although the disciples didn’t recognise it 

on the first Good Friday, Easter was just around the corner. In the 

Easter story, the angel by Jesus’ empty tomb tells us not to remain looking among the 

dead because Jesus is risen, and that’s what changes everything. When we look around 

us and see new life springing up everywhere, we feel the palpable signs of hope. Along 

with that, all being well, there will be a easing of the lockdown the week after Easter 

and for all those who are feeling bruised and battered by three long lockdowns, in 

Jesus’ resurrection, light dawns on the darkness of our Good Friday experiences. At 

Easter we celebrate that Christ is indeed risen and that He shares our journey with us 

and carries our load, offering us instead, peace, comfort and hope. 

Rev. Andrea Harwood, Priest-in-Charge, MOMSSG Benefice 

  FROM THE VICAR 

 

  HELP REQUIRED 
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HOPE FOR A BETTER FUTURE 
This month of April begins on Maundy Thursday, the day when we 

remember the last meal Jesus shared together with his friends before  

he was arrested and crucified. It was the meal that has become so 

significant in the life of the Church, where bread was broken and a cup  

of wine passed round, coming to symbolise for us the brokenness of the 

body of Christ. The sacrifice he made for love of us.  

Many of us will hopefully celebrate something of the Easter feast this weekend although 

restrictions continue for a while longer. We may not yet be able to gather in larger  

groups of family and friends but perhaps we can glimpse what is to come?  

This has always been the story of the Church, to point to what ‘is’ but which may not  

yet be fully realised. During this pandemic there has been a need for hope amongst such 

bleakness and now as the vaccine is shared and the signs of life appear in the world  

around us, we begin to see what might again be possible. To hope for a better future.  

And yet in the bleakness of this first weekend of April, which takes us into the darkness  

of the tomb on Holy Saturday, we remember that hope is not cheaply bought. It is not 

mere optimism, but rather something, though fragile, that is stronger than death.  

As some of us break our fast this Easter and share the bread and wine of the Eucharistic 

feast, may we know both the cost of such love and the hope that it offers.  

Easter blessings, Ruth.                                   The Rt Rev Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

  FROM THE BISHOP 
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CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 

Holy Cross Middlezoy  is  open  daily 10am to 4pm for Private Prayer. 

You are most welcome to visit but to comply with Covid regulations, it 

may be necessary to keep it closed on days surrounding special services 

such as baptisms and funerals. Notices will be displayed, but if you are travelling it is 

advisable to contact the churchwarden to check before you set out. 

St Francis Stawell is open by prior arrangement only. Contact Rachel Fortune 01278 

723416. 

Sunday Services: At the time of writing these are online, it is hoped that actual 

services may be possible towards the end of April.  

The Levels Methodist Chapel Middlezoy is closed, contacts are: Pauline Stewart 

01823 698351, Sandy Rogers 01823 698220, Rev. Deborah Kirk 01823 334854. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Send any prayer request in at any time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. We realise that 

the situation we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore please ask for 

prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your requests to our 

prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.  

This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond. 

Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church Middlezoy 

Facebook page. 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

  FROM THE EDITOR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Local Electrician 
07860 518025 

www.somersetelectricians.co.uk 
somersetelectricians@gmail.com 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To our Reader Pauline on the birth 

of a grand daughter Melody Claire 

Sadie Davies a sister for Jessica, on 

15 March. The parents Chris and 

Lucy are delighted with the new 

addition to their family.  

Spring is here, for the next six 

months the days will be longer than 

the nights. With the continued roll 

out of the vaccine we hope to be 

able to deliver hard copies of the 

magazine from now on. However,  

it will continue to be available at 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk 
The coverage of MOMSS in two  

media should make it attractive to 

advertisers.        Gill Wilkinson (Editor) 

http://www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

Baptism    Hollie Louise Blake was christened in Holy Cross Middlezoy on 14 March. 

What a wonderful Mothering Sunday with our grand daughter Hollie being christened by 

Rev Keith Powell at Holy Cross Church.  We were a congregation of ten and lots more 

joined in on Zoom from across England and Ireland!  It was a beautiful occasion. Thank 

you, also, all those involved in making the Mothering Sunday posies which were 

distributed after the service.                                                        Sarah and Rob Blake 
 

Funerals and Interments 

A graveside funeral for Beryl Vaughan was held at Holy Cross Middlezoy on 10 March 

followed by interment with her husband in the churchyard. 
 

Prayers, in memory of Roy Linham, were said together with his immediate family in 

Moorlinch Churchyard on Friday 12 February. Roy, a long-time resident of Moorlinch, 

died on 29 January.  We offer our deepest sympathies to Roy’s wife, Cheryl and family.  

The family will be organising a Memorial Service later in the year to celebrate Roy’s Life. 

Details will be shared when this is possible. 
 

The graveside service and burial of Mrs Wendy Mary Joan Woodberry was held in 

Moorlinch Churchyard on 26 January. Wendy was the niece of Freda Norton and grew 

up here and lived in Sutton Mallet until her death on 3 January. She now rests with her 

parents and aunt in Moorlinch Churchyard. 
 

On Sunday 21 March Barry Peacock, who had just moved from Othery to live near his 

son and daughter-in-law in Cornwall, died in hospital after suffering two strokes. Funeral 

being arranged. 
 

CANON MIKE PETERS  

I would like to thank everyone for the 

many tributes paid in respect of Mike 

following his death in November. I was 

overwhelmed and so comforted by the 

beautiful flowers, the many letters and 

phone calls I received expressing fond 

memories of Mike and often mentioning 

his humour and enthusiasm. He enjoyed 

life living and working within the villages 

of the Benefice and I know he felt it a 

privilege to have got to know and love so 

many people in Othery and beyond over 

the last 19 years.   

Owing to the Covid-19 situation it was 

not possible to have the funeral we would 

have wanted for Mike but hopefully there 

will be an opportunity to celebrate his life 

in a shared way at a later date.  
Thank you so much from me and my 

family.                                Sandra Peters 
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MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY  

TO BE THE BEST WE CAN BE 

 

At the very start of Spring Term our parents and carers once again found themselves 

becoming over-night teachers, engaging with the wide range of subjects provided whilst 

often trying to work from home themselves - which is no mean feat! Throughout 

Lockdown, the effort and enthusiasm of the children, staff and parents has been 

outstanding and I would personally like to thank everyone for their commitment to our 

schools. 

During the Lockdown period, along with all other Primary Schools, we remained open 

for vulnerable children and the children of critical workers. This meant that the average 

attendance in school was 40%. We quickly adapted to a blended approach to education, 

finding ways to bring home and in-school learners together. Weekly catch-up sessions, 

via Teams, helped with this and enabled us to continue to 

celebrate individual achievements, through our Proud Cloud 

certificates, for each class.  

Our wellbeing focus week in February gave us all the 

opportunity to reflect and ensure that we take more 

care of ourselves. The theme ‘Express Yourself!’ was 

embraced by our pupils and a lovely montage of pictures can be found on 

our website: https://www.middlezoyandotheryschools.co.uk.  During the week 

the children looked at ways to share feelings, thoughts and ideas through 

creative activities. These included art, dance, poetry, music and DT; 

making use of the wonders of nature whilst celebrating the great 

outdoors! 

On World Book Day Mrs Guildford-Sharp organised a wonderful day full of 

activities to celebrate books and promote a love of reading. The children all 

received a book voucher and a book courtesy of a local, independent book 

shop: The Snug Bookshop and Café, Bridgwater; https://snugbookshop.co.uk 

Our PTA kindly funded a pantomime for all 

the children at home and school to enjoy, the 

very aptly named, ‘Robin Hood and his Socially 

Distanced Men!’  

On Monday 8 March we were delighted to welcome our 

Home Learners back to school. The children enjoyed a fun 

packed week of science activities organised by Miss 

Robertson. This included some ‘interesting’ experiments and 

ended with a fun, science-themed 

dressing up day on the Friday.  

Looking ahead, we are continuing our work on the British 

Values and will be raising money for Comic Relief by coming 

to school as superheroes! 

Lindsay Hayward  

Head Teacher, Middlezoy and Othery schools 

  SCHOOLS NEWS 
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COULD YOU BE A FOSTER CARER? 
 

A TESTIMONY 

I became a foster carer 6 years ago. I am single, work full time and have no children of 

my own. Ten years ago I started working in schools, which opened my eyes to the 

children who are being supported by social services. I saw these children every day and 

thought all they need is love, kindness and a safe home. Often they had witnessed 

domestic violence, suffered hunger, sometimes living in a refuge or having nowhere to 

call home. 
 

This made me register my interest in becoming a foster carer. I had a home, a garden, I 

lived in a beautiful area and I cared about children. The process took about 12 months 

and I decided to be a respite carer. Social services interviewed me over 6 months,  

I attended training courses whilst referees were visited to build up a profile of myself. 

Social services asked me about my childhood, family, relationships, friends and my 

experience of dealing with children. I found it was important to have support around 

you during and after the process. 
 

Once my profile was completed, I faced a panel of 12 people who asked why I wanted 

to foster. I remember being questioned about NOT having a TV in my house,  

I explained that I did have an iPad so children could watch programmes, but in my 

experience most children would 

rather: go for walks, collect conkers, 

feed lambs and alpacas, bake cakes, 

paint, make things, than watch a TV. 
 

In 2016 I was approved and children 

started to come for short visits. 

Then one arrived, who was in short 

term care but needed a long term 

placement. The child was 10 years 

old, with no siblings, full of energy 

and had asked me if they could stay 

forever. It was quite a compliment 

and I wasn’t sure if I or social 

services felt it was the right 

placement for both of us. However 

the placement was approved and it 

has been very rewarding. 
 

All children need a home, people 

that care about them and someone 

who loves them. These are the basic 

needs of all of us.  I would 

recommend anyone thinking about 

fostering to give it a go; it’s not easy, 

but it’s not too challenging either. 

 

  CHARITY CLOSE UP 
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You can do it if you are single and 

working. It will change the life of a young 

person who has had a tough start and 

will make a difference that is priceless.  

Denise Rogers 
 

BECOME A FOSTER CARER 

What is Foster Care? 

Foster Care is a safeguarding system that 

provides safe, stable family homes for 

vulnerable young people. 

They come from all backgrounds, all 

faiths and with their own needs and 

experiences. Almost all will have suffered 

some type of neglect, trauma and/or 

abuse, and every one of them is in need 

of the security, warmth, care and 

support offered by Foster Carers. 

No matter what their appearance or 

their attitude, they are all children and 

they all need help. 

What is a Foster Carer? 

Foster Carers take the roles and 

responsibilities of a parent in order to 

provide a safe, family home with care, support and compassion. 

They must be willing to open up their home to vulnerable young people and provide 

them with the best care in order for them to grow and thrive. They become 

responsible for the young person’s needs and welfare providing a home, education, 

hobbies, sports, clothing, healthcare, as well as love, understanding and guidance. 

Why Foster? 

By giving young people who’ve experienced a fragmented and unpredictable home life, 

the opportunity to enjoy their childhood, Foster Carers can gain great personal 

satisfaction. 

Further information is available from Somerset County Council 

www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk also www.blueskyfostering.com/fostering/somerset and 

www.compassfostering.com/fostering-somerset 

 

  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS 

DO YOU HAVE BROADBAND CONNECTIVITY ISSUES? 

The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership are offering an £800 

voucher for mobile boosting kit for those individuals and businesses who meet their 

criteria to boost your mobile signal.   

https://heartofswlep.co.uk/news/new-scheme-launched-to-improve-mobile-phone-coverage   

Claire Faun  

Corporate Relations Manager Sedgemoor District Council 
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LANGPORT FOODBANK 

There is a box in Holy Cross church porch for contributions to Langport 

Foodbank. This is the food bank which deals with our villages of Othery 

and Middlezoy. Contributions will be taken up to Langport on the first 

Wednesday of each month. 

Please feel free to get in touch.        Jean Campbell shrubrose@yahoo.co.uk 
 

SKY AT NIGHT  April 2021 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of April 6.45am-7.45pm            End of April 5.44am-8.32pm 

Moon Phases 

Last Quarter 4 April      New Moon 12 April      First Quarter 20 April       Full 27 April  

Planets 

Mars is has now moved into the constellation of Gemini setting at 1.30am while in the 

eastern morning sky Jupiter and Saturn are rising around 4.30am. Later in the month 

Venus once again becomes an evening star appearing in the west at sunset and not 

setting until 9.15pm by the end of April. 

Stars 

It’s easy to forget that the biggest and brightest star in our sky is the Sun itself and 

while I in no way advise you to ever look at the Sun without proper professional 

guidance and equipment it is a fascinating subject. For example did you know that one 

million Earths could fit inside the Sun or that it takes the light from the Sun 8 minutes 

to reach us? 

Interestingly the Sun along with the 

Moon dictates the date of Easter. The 

Crucifixion of Christ took place on the 

Passover, the date of which was fixed by 

the Jewish Lunar Calendar. The Full 

Moon after the Spring Solstice, when the 

Sun rises directly in the east and sets 

directly in the west is always the Full 

Moon before Easter Sunday.  

Phenomena 

The Lyrid Meteor Shower peaks on the 

night of 21/22 April but moonlight will 

wash out the fainter meteors and on  

27 April we have our second Supermoon 

of the year.   

Paul Adamson 01823698156 

 

SOMERSET LEVELS 

STARGAZERS 

Our meetings continue on Zoom for 

now, when on Wednesday 28 April 

Somerset Levels Stargazers Chairman 

Paul Adamson will talk about the links 

 
 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), 
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, 
Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other 
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, 
Nutrition, Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 
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between Stonehenge and Astronomy. We will also have the Night Sky Guide for April, 

Astronomy News and Historical Astronomy feature. 

All our online meetings are free to join, for details please contact us. 

Paul Adamson 01823 698156   www.somersetlevelsstargazers.com 
 

FARM DIARY 

This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by 

farmland. 

In the Fields. The spring barley was drilled in a small 

weather window in early March but not until an 

emergency repair was carried out on the drill. A rat had 

crawled up a seed tube hoping to find some grains and to 

get out had to eat through the metering system - small 

but long buckets made of plastic. Only one supplier in Somerset had one of these. The 

internet is invaluable in such circumstances. The goats are kidding fast and most have 

twins with the occasional single and, for the first time for us, one had quads. There is 

never a dull moment on the farm. We have one restaurant in Glastonbury left who 

takes our goat meat and one in London whom we have lost for obvious reasons. Both 

are/were interested in the story surrounding the production. This has been written 

about in previous Diaries and is also found written by my daughter-in-law in her 

Facebook posts for locals. 

Future planning/Government support/Mental Health. Our politicians were 

quick to explain to everyone how our financial support was going to be brought back 

to nil over seven years. The EU have supported us and continental farmers for many 

years. The latter will continue to be supported. Our government hasn’t yet worked out 

our replacement. Trials for this are about to start but not on farms like ours that 

already have agri-environmental agreements in place on most of the farm. The trials will 

start in October. Farmers need to know what is happening. We are due to lose this 

support and our agri-environmental support, with both being replaced with this new 

one called the Sustainable Farming Incentive.  

Mental health is much in the news and talked about. In the farming world the key thing 

is for people who spot changes in behaviour to ask questions. For farming folk, the 

Farm Crisis Network, FCN, is a superb organisation with many current and ex-farmers 

offering help and advice to any who are struggling. Mentioned before and will be again. 

Why back British farming?  British Farmers provide us with high quality, safe and 

affordable food.            Richard Graham 
 

GARDENING AS A GOOD THERAPY 

During these extremely difficult times, it really is therapeutic to get out into the garden. 

Not for everyone I know, but if you can it’s very worth while. 

There hasn’t been a lot to do during the winter months (unless you have an apple 

orchard, for example), perhaps only to keep on filling the bird-feeders, but spring is 

here and plants are beginning to grow again. 

You can trim shrubs to the shape and size you prefer, bearing in mind the extra growth 

they will put on this year.  If the shrubs are large evergreens check for bird’s nests 

before pruning. Some of these, such as rosemary and lavender, if you haven’t done this 
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  CHURCH AND CHAPEL SERVICES FOR APRIL 2021 

At the time of compiling this edition Funerals (maximum attendees 30) and Weddings 

(maximum attendees 6) in church are permitted. For up-to-date information on whether  

any of the normal weekly services are to be held in the chapels or churches please contact 

the churchwardens or village contacts listed on the inside back cover. 

The Church of England and Methodist Council continue to give their permission and support 

for online participation via Zoom and similar portals such as YouTube.  

For the MOMSS&G villages contact details are as follows: 

Methodists:  

9.30am Services on YouTube: connection via the homepage of www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk  

10.30am Services on Zoom: connection link details from email address: chris@revbrown.co.uk 

Anglicans:  

United Benefice Services via Zoom: connection link details available from the churchwardens 

or contacts listed on the inside back cover. 

Informal 'Prayer, Coffee & Chats' sessions via various portals: connection details available 

from each village's churchwardens or contacts listed on the inside back cover. 

 
 

DATE SEASON METHODISTS ANGLICAN 

April 
2 Fri 

Good  

Friday 
9.30am (YouTube) Good Friday 

online Reflection and  

10.30am (Zoom) 
2.30pm short reflection outside 

the Chapel 

2pm United Benefice Service 

of Reflection online via Zoom 

4 Sun Easter 

Day 
9.30am (YouTube) and 10.30am 

(Zoom) Services online 
10.30am United Benefice 

Service online via Zoom 

11 Sun Second 

Sunday of 

Easter 

9.30am (YouTube) and 10.30am 

(Zoom) Services online 
10.30am service at the Chapel  

10.30am MOMSS&G parishes 

will hold their own online 

informal Prayers, Coffee & 

Chats 

18 Sun Third  

Sunday of 

Easter 

9.30am (YouTube) and 10.30am 

(Zoom) Services online 
10.30am United Benefice 

Service online via Zoom 

25 Sun Fourth 

Sunday of 

Easter 

9.30am (YouTube) and 10.30am 

(Zoom) Services online 
6.30pm HC service at the 

Chapel  

10.30am MOMSS&G parishes 

will hold their own online 

informal Prayers, Coffee & 

Chats or a church service

(tbc) 

May 
2 Sun 

Fifth  

Sunday of 

Easter 

9.30am (YouTube) and 10.30am 

(Zoom) Services online 
10.30am United Benefice 

Service online via Zoom 
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Listed below are the Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the following days: 

 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

April 
1 Thu 

Maundy  

Thursday 
OT:       Exodus, chapter 12, verses 1 to 14 
Psalm:    116, verses 1 and 10 to the end 
Epistle:   1 Corinthians, chapter 11, verses 23 to 26 
Gospel:  John, chapter 13, verses 1 to 17 and 
             31b to 35 

2 Fri Good Friday OT:       Isaiah, chapter 52, verse 13 to 
             chapter 53, verse 12 
Psalm:    22 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 16 to 25 
Gospel:  John, chapter 18, verse 1 to 
             chapter 19, verse 42 

4 Sun Easter Day OT:       Isaiah, chapter 25, verses 6 to 9 
Psalm:   118, verses 1 and 2 and 14 to 24 
Epistle:  Acts, chapter 10, verses 34 to 43 
Gospel:  John, chapter 20, verses 1 to 18 

11 Sun Second Sunday 

of Easter 
OT:       Exodus, chapter 14, verses 10 to the end and 
             chapter15, verses 20 and 21 
Psalm:   133, verses 1 and 2 and 14 to 24 
Epistle:  Acts, chapter 4, verses 32 to 35 
Gospel:  John, chapter 20, verses 19 to the end 

18 Sun Third Sunday 

of Easter 
OT:       Zephaniah, chapter 3, verses 14 to the end 
Psalm:   4 
Epistle:  Acts, chapter 3, verses 12 to 19 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 24, verses 36b to 418 

25 Sun Fourth Sunday 

of Easter 
OT:       Genesis, chapter 7, verses 1 to 5 and 
             11 to 18 and chapter 8, verses 6 to 18 and 
             chapter 9 verses 8 to 13 
Psalm:   23 
Epistle:  Acts, chapter 4, verses 5 to 12 
Gospel:  John, chapter 10, verses 11 to 18 

May 
2 Sun 

Fifth Sunday  

of Easter 
OT:       Genesis, chapter 22, verses 1 to 18 
Psalm:   22, verses 25 to the end 
Epistle:  Acts, chapter 8, verses 26 to the end 
Gospel:  John, chapter 15, verses 1 to 8 

  SERVICES READINGS FOR APRIL 2021 
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(contd from page 9) 

already, must be 

trimmed always 

leaving leaves at 

the ends. Only 

then will they 

regrow. Shrubby 

perennials also 

can be cut back 

to shape. 

There’s always 

time, if you have 

home-made 

compost, to 

spread it around 

the plants, 

emptying it for 

this year’s contents. And still time to add well-rotted manure to the roses which they 

thrive on to give you gorgeous blooms. 

If you have a pond, no matter the size, you may spot activity going on there. 

If you can get some (wild) flower seeds scatter them around the gaps. Roughly rake the 

soil first to give them a good start. Knowing you’re helping our wildlife is also a good 

feeling to go for. 

Once you’re out there you’ll get the fresh air and some exercise. Get to see the insects 

flying around and feeding, watch the different birds that come to your garden All signs 

of a healthy garden. Notice the new fresh leaf buds emerging. Get the feeling of caring 

for the plants. All of these things are good therapy for us. 

And that ‘spot’ to sit in and watch! 

Keep safe and happy gardening.       Erika Leece 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

Events in 2021 

Taking a positive view following the 

reduction in Covid cases and the high 

rate of vaccination the following events 

have been provisionally planned for later 

in the year. 

Mon 30 Aug   Open Tower with an 

Exhibition of Lockdown Village Arts and 

Crafts 

Sat   11 Sept   Harvest Supper 

Sat     9 Oct    Organ Recital 

Sat   11 Dec    Christmas Concert by 

    Joyful Spirit Gospel Choir  

Fri    17 Dec    Carol Singing 

From contributions to the Facebook 

pages we know there have been many 

creative projects undertaken during the 

lockdowns. As part of the Open Tower 

Day on 30 August we invite you to share 

your projects and confirm how creative a 

village we live in. If you have been 

creative in the house or garden just bring 

along some photographs.  

Mothering Sunday 

The normal Mothering Day service was 

not possible this year. Villagers were 

however invited to take posies left in the 

porch. Thank you all who prepared the 

flowers.  

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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Churchyard 

Initial outline proposals 

to increase the 

biodiversity of the 

churchyards are on 

display in the church 

porch.  

Your comments  

would be welcome.  

If you have any 

questions or ideas, 

please post your 

comments on the  

Holy Cross Facebook 

page or email  

simonphelps310787@yahoo.com 

Private Prayer 

Although services are online the church 

will remain open every day for private 

prayer from 10am to 4pm. 

A request for prayer can also be sent to 

middlezoyprayer@gmail.com 

Ian Campbell, Churchwarden 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The ‘Sticky Church’ team will be 

distributing some Easter Activity packs 

for children to enjoy.  Please let us know 

if you would like one for a family 

member and this can be arranged. 

Also we are aiming for the Holy Cross 

Church porch to be full of crosses in all 

types of sizes etc.  Please feel free to add 

a cross from a photograph, homemade 

or ………   

More information given in the porch too. 

Give thanks for the cross and 

rejoice in the resurrection 

Pauline, Sarah & Susy 
 

If you require more information please 

contact Susy: soozreed@hotmail.co.uk or 

Sarah: sarah@blaketraining.co.uk  

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 

Middlezoy Community Project 

(MCP) 

Full of hope for the summer, Middlezoy 

Community Project (MCP) are planning a 

full programme for your entertainment.  

Here are a few dates for your diary:  

Early July we are planning to work with 

Ember Theatre 

embertheatrecompany.weebly.com to put 

on Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It’ as an 

outside event; more information time 

and date to follow. The Vintage Summer 

Fete will take place on Sunday 11 July at 

the recreation ground. We will have 

three music events plus an ‘open mic’ 

session for all you local musicians, with 

lots of stalls and activities for the 

children and adults. There will be a beer 

tent, dance groups and much, much 

more.  Following the very successful 

bake-off in the village earlier in the year, 

we will have a baking competition for 

adults and schoolchildren.  This will 

include independent judging and an 

auction of the cakes at the end of the day 

for those bakers happy for us to do so. 

On 24 July we have invited back the 

tribute band, Queen. This will either be 

outside in a marquee or if we are able, in 
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MIDDLEZOY PARISH COUNCIL 

The parish council meetings are being held 

online on the third Tuesday in the month 

starting at 7.30pm.  We are following 

current guidelines but are looking forward 

to being able to host face-to-face meetings 

in the future.  Plans are underway to 

celebrate the achievements undertaken by 

everyone in the village. More information 

will be made available at the next meeting.   

The next Annual Parish Council Meeting 

will be on Tuesday 18 May at 7.30pm.   

There are currently two vacancies on the 

parish council.  

If you would like more information please 

contact: Jacqui Strong, 

clerk@middlezoyparishcouncil.co.uk or 

01278 325618. 

 

THE GREAT MIDDLEZOY  

BAKE OFF 

Villagers got creative 

last month by taking 

part in a virtual Great 

Middlezoy Bake Off. 

There was a new theme 

every week, challenging 

entrants' creativity and 

baking skills to the max! Pictures of bakes 

were uploaded to the Middlezoy Village 

News Facebook 

page in a bid to 

raise spirits and 

share recipes. 

From tray-bakes to 

bread, biscuits to 

pastry, the high 

standards never 

disappointed. To 

not break from 

tradition, the final 

week was 'the 

Showstopper' and 

the entries were 

outstanding. 

the village hall. Many of you have 

retained your tickets so I hope you are 

looking forward to this.          Mike Birks 

  

GARDEN ARTS COMPETITION 
This year we are launching a standalone 

Garden Art Competition to take place 

during the weekend 5 and 6 June. We 

are inviting villagers to submit an entry 

with a theme of ‘A SONG TITLE’ or ‘A 

PIECE OF MUSIC’, hopefully embracing 

last year’s Saturday Morning Dancing on 

the Doorsteps. 

In the past we have had some wonderful, 

imaginative and funny entries so we hope 

that you will once again come up trumps. 

Try to use as much recycled material as 

possible and because it is garden art 

perhaps try to incorporate some ‘natural 

material’. 

All entries must be visible from the road 

as the idea is for villagers to stroll 

through the village (socially distanced) 

and vote for their favourites - power to 

the people! 

There will be two classes: Adults and 

Children of school age.  

Further information regarding entry 

forms etc. will follow.      

Pam Jamieson 
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STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

VILLAGE NEWS 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH 

Like all the benefice churches we are 

currently restricted to online services 

only via Zoom. 
 

OTHERY READING GROUP 

Once Upon a River by Diane 

Setterfield  

Almost everyone in the 

group at our Zoom 

meeting loved the 

book which starts with 

a dramatic event that 

electrifies the regulars at The Swan, a 

riverside Inn in Oxfordshire renowned 

for the quality of its storytellers.  On  

the evening of a winter solstice in the 

19th century, a drenched man with a 

bashed-in face bursts through the door 

with what appears to be a large doll.  He 

promptly passes out.  The doll turns out 

to be the corpse of a little girl and then 

not a corpse at all. To the astonishment 

of Rita, the local nurse and midwife, the 

seemingly pulseless, waxen child revives 

and for weeks the habitués of the Swan 

can talk of nothing else. The injured  

 Congratulations to 

the three winners, 

Mike, Caz and Lily 

who week on week 

impressed with their 

creations. Each 

winner received a 

Great British Bake 

Off cookbook to 

inspire them to keep 

baking! 
Rachel Worth 

worth.r@outlook.com 

 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 

man – a character based on the real-life 

Victorian photographer Henry Taunt, 

who was celebrated for the images he 

made of the Thames – finally regains 

consciousness.  He explains that the girl 

isn’t his: he found her floating in the 

water.  The child herself does not speak. 

I would highly recommend this to any 

reader. 

The book for next month is ‘The Diary 

of a Young Naturalist’ by Dara McAnulty. 

Scilla Tempest    

Othery Reading Group 

More information is available on the website 

www.stawellvillage.info 
 

NEWS FROM ST FRANCIS 

CHURCH 

St Francis Stawell is open by prior 

arrangement only. Contact Rachel 

Fortune 01278 723416. 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 
* Private Chapel of Rest * 

* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 
* Home Visiting Service * 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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position having been fortunate enough to 

benefit from some generous grant 

funding last year. We have to spend quite 

a lot in rectifying some subsidence 

damage at the back of the hall, but there 

should be enough left over for us to 

embark on some much-needed 

refurbishment as well. In the meantime, 

Alan has done some fantastic work 

redecorating the interior of the hall, 

which is looking much brighter as a 

result. 

Finally, by the time you read this, we will 

have set up a book and DVD exchange in 

the old telephone box. Feel free to bring 

your old books and DVDs and exchange 

them for any you might not have read or 

seen yet. 

Watch this space for more news from 

Greinton Village Hall.            Toby Crispin 
 

Information is available from  

greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the 

Greinton Village in Somerset Facebook group 

Last month the Greinton Village Hall 

Committee held its first meeting for over  

a year, via Zoom. After a very quiet twelve 

months we are now beginning to make 

plans for later this year. We are hopeful 

that we will be able to hold a village party 

in September which we would like to 

combine with a Harvest Celebration. The 

exact format has yet to be decided but will 

probably be the familiar barn dance and 

hog roast that has proved to be very 

popular in previous years. After over a 

year of enforced isolation, we think this 

will be a wonderful opportunity for us all 

to get together and enjoy each other’s 

company for an evening. 

We also look forward to starting our 

monthly ‘pub nights’ which we had agreed 

to and were just about to begin prior to 

Coronavirus interrupting our plans. 

Financially, the village hall is in a strong 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
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APRIL JOBS IN THE GARDEN 

 Sow hardy annuals, such as love-in-a-mist and pot marigolds, as well as native 

wildflowers, into gaps in borders. Sow sweet peas at the base of supports,  

and transplant those sown in autumn into their final positions 

 Protect new shoots of hostas, delphiniums, lupins and other plants from slugs and snails 

 Continue deadheading spring bulbs & bedding, so they don't waste energy setting seed 

 Spray the new leaves of disease-prone roses with fungicide to control mildew, rust and 

blackspot. Check for aphids on roses 

 Prune hydrangeas, cutting back the old stems to a healthy shoot lower down 

 Divide hardy perennials, such as hostas, asters and daylilies 

 Add aquatic plants, such as waterlilies and irises, to garden ponds 
 

Fruit and veg 

 Plant second-early and maincrop potatoes 

 Pinch out the tips of broad beans if they're covered in aphids, or spray shoots with 

soap-based solution 

 Sow outdoor varieties of tomatoes, chillies and courgettes in pots 

 Divide clumps of hardy herbs, such as lemon balm and chives, then replant in pots,   

borders or a dedicated herb bed. Sow herbs such as parsley, coriander, dill and    

chamomile in a sunny bed or container 

 Sow small batches of rocket and other easy salad leaves 

 Continue planting garlic, shallots and onions every few weeks  

 Sow fast-growing crops, such as radishes, 

to make the most of any temporary gaps 
 

Garden maintenance 

 Put a bag of barley straw in ponds to   

discourage algae and keep the water clear 

all summer. Add new aquatic plants to 

ponds and divide established plants that 

have outgrown their baskets 

 Sow grass seed to repair damaged 

patches 

 Cut back tatty old fern fronds to make 

way for new ones starting to unfurl 

 Cut away unwanted suckers growing 

around the base of trees and shrubs 

 Hoe between veg rows regularly 

 Check guttering on sheds and green-

houses is clear of debris, so that April 

showers will fill up water butts 

 Treat problem weeds, such as nettles  

and brambles 

 Keep putting out food for birds, as 

they're busy raising their broods 

                                 Rhiannon Bucton  
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 HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT EASTER? 

1   Easter is:  a.   A moveable feast 

  b.   Always on the same date 

  c.   Always in April 

2   Easter is connected to: 

a. Yom Kippur 

b. Passover 

c. Pentecost 

3   Easter is always celebrated on a: 

a. Friday 

b. Saturday 

c. Sunday 

4   The Friday before Easter is known as: 

a. Easter Friday 

b. Lent Friday 

c. Good Friday 

5   Easter day is commemorated as the day    

     that: a.   Jesus was born 

b.   Jesus died 

c.   Jesus rose again  

6   Which animal is considered a symbol     

     of Easter? 

a. The chick 

b. The bat 

c. The duck 

7   When will Easter 2021 be celebrated? 

a. 4 April 

b. 28 March 

c. 11 April 

8   The week before Easter is known as: 

a. Resurrection week 

b. Holy week 

c. Easter week 

9   What is Lent?     

a. A celebration 

b. A time of feasting 

c. A time of fasting 

10  When is Shrove Tuesday? 

a. The last day before Lent 

b. The first day of Lent 

c. The last day of Lent 

11  What is usually done with eggs at        

      Easter? 

a. They are rolled down hills 

b. They are decorated 

c. They are broken 

12  How many days does Lent last? 

a. 46 

b. 30 

c. 40 

13  What kind of hunt is usually made at 

      Easter? 

a. Rabbit hunt 

b. Chick hunt 

c. Egg hunt 

14  The Easter bunny carries eggs in a: 

a. basket 

b. box 

c. bag 

15  In the UK Shrove Tuesday is   

      also known as: 

a. Egg day 

b. Rabbit day 

c. Pancake day 

(Answers are on page 20) 
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  DAFFODILS – FACTS AND FICTION 

Daffodils are a real favourite of mine as they mean that, although we 

might still have some cold weather ahead, Spring is on its way! 

The final two lines of the last verse of the well-known Wordsworth 

poem sum it all up . . . ―And then my heart with pleasure fills, And dances with the daffodils.” 

Daffodowndilly 

by A.A. Milne 
 

She wore her yellow sun-bonnet, 

She wore her greenest gown; 

She turned to the south wind 

And curtsied up and down. 

She turned to the sunlight 

And shook her yellow head, 

And whispered to her neighbour: 

"Winter is dead."  

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud 

by William Wordsworth 
 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

1. Its name is inspired by Greek myth. The Latin name is Narcissus is believed it to be 

inspired by the Greek myth of Narcissus. The story goes that he once saw his face 

reflected in a pool and became so enamoured by his own beauty that he could not 

move, died and was replaced by the plant. 

2. If you hear someone in England mention 'Lent Lilies'— they're talking about       

daffodils! 

3. Daffodils are used to treat Alzheimer’s Disease. One of the more unusual reasons 

Wales is known for its daffodils are the large crops grown for Alzheimer’s        

medication.  

4. Gifting a bouquet of daffodils is believed to ensure happiness to the recipient … but 

legend has it that presenting only a single daffodil means bad luck may be on the  

horizon. 

5. The daffodil is the national flower of Wales. The national symbol of Wales is actually 

a leek but the Victorians thought it was more attractive to have the symbol of a 

flower rather than a vegetable. But interestingly enough, one of the many Welsh 

names for a daffodil is actually Cenhinen Bedr, or Peter’s leek. 

6. There are at least 25 different daffodil species and up to 13,000 hybrids according 

to the Daffodil Data Bank. 

7. They are the official 10th wedding anniversary flower. 

8. Tradition holds that if a daffodil is forced to bloom for the Chinese New Year, it 

will bring luck to the whole household. 

9. Daffodils contain sap that is often poisonous to other plants. If you want to mix 

them with other flowers in a vase, soak them in water for 24 hours first to remove 

the sap. Squirrels won't eat daffodils due to these poisonous crystals — be careful 

to keep away from dogs, too. 

10. And if you spot the first daffodil of the season in Wales, your next year will       

supposedly be filled with wealth. 

http://3quarterstoday.com/2012/03/28/19-facts-about-daffodils/
http://thehumblegardener.com/2014/04/6-fun-facts-about-daffodils---.html
http://3quarterstoday.com/2012/03/28/19-facts-about-daffodils/
http://dafflibrary.org/publications/ads-databank/
http://thehumblegardener.com/2014/04/6-fun-facts-about-daffodils---.html
http://thehumblegardener.com/2014/04/6-fun-facts-about-daffodils---.html
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Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 

Answers to Easter Quiz (on page 18) 
1. a It’s on the Sunday after the first Full Moon after the spring equinox. 

2. b Passover recalls the Exodus from Egypt. 

3. c Jesus rose on a Sunday. 

4. c Some think this is a modern version of God’s Friday, or that ‘good’ means ‘holy’. 

5. c So Sunday is the first day of the week. 

6. a A chick is born from a seemingly inert egg. 

7. a The first Full Moon after the spring equinox is  28 March 2021 

8. b The week following Easter Sunday is Easter week. 

9. c It is also a time of lengthening days. 

10. a In other places it is known as Mardi Gras, Fat Tuesday. 

11. b The Babylonians decorated eggs in Spring 

12. c There are 46 days from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday, but the 6 Sundays 

 are not counted as every Sunday is a mini feast day. 

13. c A tradition dating from Martin Luther in Germany 

14. a Baskets are the easiest way in which to collect eggs 

15. c The last of the flour and butter was used up before Lent to make pancakes.   

 Eggs could be left with the hens to hatch in the spring. 


