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MOMSS MAGAZINE 
This publication is hand delivered 

FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 
villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 
 

It can also be found at: 
www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk 

 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Anita Winslade 
Compiler this month: Jane Stryker 
 

NEWS ARTICLES 
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
 

We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the 
publisher. 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 
Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December’  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 
Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 
Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53 

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

This magazine is edition  
number 9 of volume 18 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
November edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 Oct 
Articles 15 Oct 



As we have entered the Autumn of this year so our thoughts turn to reflecting on 

recent months with Covid still being a big problem for everyone. 

The Summer saw the Olympics and Paralympics actually happen in Japan and our 

country's competitors did so wonderfully well despite all the difficulties and hardships 

they have endured in the past eighteen months.  

Looking forward we see that Flu jabs are now being administered and anti-Covid 

booster jabs are soon to be available for those people who wish to have them. 'New 

Normal' days are being established with the further and widening openings of work, 

entertainment and holidays. 

Looking around us we see the fruits of the hedgerows and orchards, produce from fields 

and gardens, gradually being picked, harvested, dug up and stored for our food and 

nourishment in the coming months ahead. Much hard work has gone into making this 

happen for the benefit of everyone. 

On 31 October we turn back the clocks one hour to Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) 

which may mean one extra hour in bed for some people and one hour less for night shift 

workers. 

With more local activities and events opening up again enjoy October and look forward 

to a nice November. 

Anita Winslade (Editor October edition) momssgeditor@live.co.uk 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Baptism 

Melody Claire Sadie Davies, youngest daughter of 

Chris and Lucy Davies, was baptised at St Mary’s Church, 

Moorlinch on Saturday 18 September, Rev Keith Powell 

officiated. 

Wedding 

Hannah Thompson and Howard Radford were 

married at Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy on Saturday 28 

August. 

Deaths/Funerals 

The funeral of Richard Reeve who died on 5 August 

was held at St John’s Church, Bridgwater on Tuesday 31 August. 

Alice Dormer of Middlezoy died on Tuesday 17 August 2021.  Her funeral was held on 

Monday 20 September at Middlezoy Chapel. 

John Patterson of Othery died on Saturday 21 August 2021. A private funeral has been 

held. 

Geoffrey Frederick Thompson of Othery died on Sunday 22 August 2021, his funeral 

was held on Friday 17 September at St Michael's Church, Othery followed by burial in the 

village cemetery. 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  
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CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 
Open Again 

The United Benefice churches at 

Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch and 

Stawell are all open again daily for 

private prayer and services. 

Sunday Services 

The detailed services chart is on the 

outside back cover. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Send any prayer request in at any 

time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. 

Please ask for prayers when they are 

needed. A group of us are ready to 

add your requests to our prayers. 

You can be sure everything is done in 

the strictest confidence.  

This prayer initiative is open to 

anyone in the benefice or beyond. 

Prayers and reflections are regularly 

posted on the Holy Cross Church, 

Middlezoy Facebook page. 

 

REV JULIE HARRIS 
Former resident of Stawell,  Julie Harris was, for several years, one 

of the Readers in the MOMSS&G Benefice. Julie then entered the 

ministry and on Thursday 26 August at Tickenham church she was 

installed by the Rt Rev Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton, as 

Rector of Christ Church, Nailsea with St Quiricus and St Julietta, 

Tickenham. We send our heartfelt good wishes and 

congratulations to Julie from our benefice. 

 

 
 

MADE FOR A PURPOSE 
Whenever I listen to one of Jesus’ searching questions to his 

listeners I find myself thinking “What would I do in these 

circumstances?” 

If I were casting my nets, and Jesus said “follow me”, would I do it? I 

imagine many of us would be hoping that we never have to find out. 

All too often it’s assumed that being called is just about the religious 

life to a particular ministry, lay or ordained in the life of the Church. 

Of course, it is about that for some of us, and thank God for that, 

but in the New Testament, vocation or calling has a much wider 
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understanding. 

St Paul talks to the Corinthians about this more general call when he writes “Now there 

are varieties of gifts but the same spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same 

Lord; and there are varieties of working but it is the same God who inspires them all in 

everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  

Every one of us is called to use the gift or gifts we’ve been given to help build up the 

body of Christ. That “building up” can never be confined to what we do on Sunday. 

Building up is about using the whole of life, including Monday to Saturday. The very act of 

working or being at home, school, work, leisure is vocational. Our daily behaviour 

becomes a sacrament and an offering.  

The realisation that we are being called comes in many different ways. For some, it’s like 

a sudden flash of light as came to St. Paul on the Damascus road. But for others, it’s just 

not that clear. In my earlier work as a Director of Ordinands and Vocation, I listened to 

many people who described their sense of calling as a feeling of discomfort. “Like having 

a toothache” someone said - their “yes” a moving towards a sense of peace and clarity. 

Perhaps, as you read this, you know what God is calling you to do. Perhaps you’re still 

searching. But remember, God has made you for a purpose. And God will work that out, 

but in his own time, not yours.  

With my prayers and blessing,  Trevor 

Rt Rev Trevor Willmott, Assistant Bishop  

CLIMATE CHANGE  
PLANT A TREE IN PARTNERSHIP 

In November global leaders will come together in 

Glasgow at COP26 to talk climate change. In Bath 

and Wells people are asked to come together with 

farmers in their local area to plant trees. Farmer 

and Rural Affairs Adviser, Rob Walrond, who is in 

talks with organisations who may supply the trees, 

says, "It's a great way Christians can make a 

practical difference in their communities. The fruits 

of these partnerships will benefit us all." 

 

MODERN ANTI-SLAVERY DAY 
It is estimated that around 40.3 million people in the world today are trapped in some 

form of modern slavery, including many thousands of people in the UK.  Victims are 

men, women and children of all ages, ethnicities and nationalities.  

Anti-Slavery Day 2021 on Monday 18 October is a national day to raise awareness of the 

need to eradicate all forms of slavery, human trafficking and exploitation. 

This year on Sunday 17 October the Church of England national online service led by Rt 

Rev Simon Burton-Jones, Bishop of Tonbridge, will be on the topic of modern slavery. It 

will also be an opportunity for churches to focus their services and prayers on modern 

slavery to help raise awareness of the issue. 

GENERAL  INTEREST ITEMS 
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PREPARING TO WELCOME AFGHAN REFUGEES 
Many areas across the diocese of Bath and Wells are preparing to receive Afghan refugees. 

It’s not yet known how many families will be coming, but in places such as Bath and 

Weston-Super-Mare, organisations are already making preparations. 'Bath Welcomes 

Refugees' have put out a call for non-perishable foods, toiletries, and cleaning products and 

set up three collection points. Organisations across the diocese will also be looking for 

volunteers to help and support those families in need.  

Check your local organisations for more information. 

www.bathwelcomesrefugees.org.uk 

 

WILD MIDDLEZOY AND BIODIVERSITY GROUP 
Yesterday an email came in from the RHS. They are working hard to become an 

organisation which is carbon positive by 2030. As part of this plan they are setting 

themselves targets to help us gardeners to improve how we garden to help the state of 

the planet.  

They have set out 10 ways we can improve our gardening to become much more 

sustainable.  

They are looking at  

 Planting a tree 

 Watering the way nature intended  

 Going peat free 

 Making our own compost 

 Pulling up a paving slab 

 Planting for pollinators 

 Growing our own cut flowers 

 Electrify our garden 

 Helping to map the UK garden plant biodiversity 

 Eat more home grown, local, UK and seasonal food. 

We know many of you will have received this email and probably read it and signed up for 

some of the pledges but if you have not, it would be an interesting read.  

To look up their 

website just type in 

RHS and follow the 

link. There you will 

find the link to 

Planet Friendly 

Gardening, Ten 

things gardeners can 

do now. Here the 

ten headings are 

expanded and there 

are a great many 

useful ideas. 

Wild Middlezoy and 

Biodiversity Group. 

 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 
* Private Chapel of Rest * 

* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 
* Home Visiting Service * 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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SKY AT NIGHT 
October 2021 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of October: 7.13am-7.03pm 

End of October:    6.48am-4.46pm 

Moon Phases 

New Moon 6th / First Quarter 13th / Full Moon 20th  / Last Quarter 28th 

Planets 

Venus can be seen low on the western horizon and will appear to get brighter as it gets 

closer to the Earth on its orbit around the Sun, it sets at 7.30pm. Saturn and Jupiter are 

evening objects low in the south, Saturn sets in the west at midnight followed by Jupiter at 

2am. 

Stars 

Find a dark place to stargaze then look for the W shape asterism of stars which form the 

Constellation of Cassiopeia; take 

a line down from the second and 

third stars in the group and you 

will see a misty patch of light, 

train a pair of binoculars on this 

spot (most people have one pair 

of binoculars in the house!) and 

you will see what looks like two 

colliding galaxies but which is in 

fact the double star cluster in the 

Constellation of Perseus. The 

Constellation of Perseus itself 

hangs just below this area and is 

worth sweeping over with your 

binoculars also as you will see 

many stars which seem to cascade 

through the sky. 

Phenomena 

British Summer Time ends on 

Sunday 31 October when we 

move our clocks back one hour 

at 2am to Greenwich Mean Time. 

Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
Our monthly meeting takes place in Othery Village Hall on Wednesday 27 October at 

7.30pm. The meeting will also be available on Zoom for those who are unable or wish not 

to attended in person, social distancing will be in place and the wearing of masks is 

encouraged. There will be no drinks available but you may bring your own. The meeting is 

free to all. This month we are joined by Martin Griffiths FRAS, Director of the Brecon 

Beacons Observatory, who will give his talk 'A Planetary Nebula Marathon'. There will also 
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be a night sky guide to the month ahead and all the latest news from the World of 

Astronomy and Spaceflight. 

For details on the meeting including the Zoom link please contact us on 

somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com 

www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk and you can follow us on Facebook. 

Paul Adamson 01823698156 

 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES 
Burrowbridge 

We have made a start on the programme for Burrowbridge WI and will be back at 

Burrowbridge Hall at 7.30pm on the third Monday of the month on 18 October. 

Hopefully by then we will have finalised our programme and – fingers crossed – life will 

be more normal. A crafting session is planned for the September meeting (no idea what 

we will be making – President’s surprise!) and a Supper and Quiz evening for October. 

Visitors/new members are always most welcome to our small friendly group. 

Sue Heyes, Secretary  

Tel. 01278 691326 or email: BurrowbridgeWI@outlook.com 

 

UNITED BENEFICE CHOIR 
After keeping going (muted) via 

Zoom for the past eighteen months 

in a somewhat frustrating way, the 

United Benefice choir enjoyed a 

‘real’ practice at Othery, followed 

by drinks and nibbles outdoors on a 

beautiful evening on Thursday 2 

September. The evening remained 

miraculously warm and light and 

everyone agreed it was a treat to 

actually see and talk to each other 

face to face. 

It is almost exactly two years since 

the choir actually sang together 

‘live’, entertaining a group of 

partially sighted people at St. Francis 

Church, Bridgwater.  

As in-church services have now 

resumed, we are once more singing 

for these and hope that the 

situation may eventually mean we 

can also enjoy events of a more 

secular style again. 
Kath Cowles  
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SOMERSET OPEN STUDIOS 2021 
18 Sept - 3 Oct 2021 

Programmes should be available in many locations. 

Anne Farmer, who produces the beautiful front pieces for our magazine, is displaying at 

Unit 5 Moorlinch Vineyard, Spring Lane, Moorlinch, together with Janet Leverick. Anne’s 

book will be available for sale. 

In Burrowbridge there are two venues with displays of drawings and paintings: Moorland 

House by Lucy Willis and 6 Stathe Cottages by Rebecca Veasey. 

Check venue details before making a special journey, or phone ahead. Many venues will 

be happy for you to make an appointment. 

For more details, please see: somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/art-weeks/  

or contact Paul Newman at Somerset Art Works 07715 528441 or 

paul.newman@somersetartworks.org.uk 

Gill Wilkinson 
 

CELEBRATION OF REFURBISHMENT 
The Organ at Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy                 

We are fortunate that Matthew Redman, the Organist and Director of Music at St 

John's Glastonbury, who also plays regularly for the Wells Cathedral Voluntary 

Choir, has agreed to give us a recital. The music will be both sacred and secular. 

Indeed, Mr Redman has a reputation for playing secular music in sacred spaces. 

Once, as the congregation waited for a (very late) bride to arrive he broke into ’Get me 

to the church on time’. At a friend’s wedding, on request, he played the theme from 

Blackadder, whilst on another occasion before Evensong he played ‘Every Sperm is 

Sacred’ from Monty Python ‘The Meaning of Life’. 

We will have a most enjoyable evening on Saturday 9 October from 7.30pm. Tickets are 

limited to allow for appropriate social distancing.  
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FARM DIARY  
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. The autumn is the winter crop drilling time. Some farmers like to sow in 

September but here in central Somerset it is mild and that is usually too early for most 

crops. The exception is winter oil seed rape which from bitter experience we have 

learnt needs to be sown in August to catch those rains that come then. August is our 

third wettest month of the year. Winter and spring wheat for example are different 

varieties. Winter wheats can be sown typically up until the end of January. Vernalisation 

is required. Spring varieties do not require this. 

Insects. Reading the national press one might think that all these have 

disappeared. However, we beg to differ. Outside our farm workshop is a 

channel about 100mm x 100mm under the doors. Some rapeseed was 

spilled nearby. Two dozen rape plants were growing very strongly and 

had reached at least 300mm in height with big leaves. One day some 

green caterpillars were noticed on them. Three days later there was not 

a leaf left and the caterpillars were on the march for their next feed 

source. Likewise, while drying the last of the crops, the winter beans, in 

late August it was noticed that the trailers had a lot of unidentified flies as well as lots 

of breuchid beetles. These latter are common in beans and why we don’t try for the 

human market as we never seem to be without this beetle. They come out of the bean 

leaving a 1 to 2 mm diameter hole rendering them unsuitable for human consumption. 

While drying these beans we had two dozen swallows continuously flying round and 

round the yard catching them. It was quite a sight. 

Cash for trees fails to take root with landowners was the title of a small item in 

The Daily Telegraph of 15 September and written by the political correspondent (?) 

Tony Driver. Apparently £24 per 100m of hedge and £49 per hectare of woodland was 

described as a lucrative offer. Either DEFRA or this correspondent is living on a 

different planet. Refer to the June Farm Diary for some 

costings. 

Soil Farmer of the year. The Farmers Weekly of 3 

September had a Kent farmer, Tom Sewell, winning this. He 

has been using regenerative farming principles for seven 

years. He makes effective use of compost and living roots to 

improve the soil structure and function. Direct drilling and 

low disturbance sub-soilers if necessary with multi species 

cover or catch crops to keep soils improving. No insecticides, 

no phosphate or potash fertiliser applications, no seed 

treatments on home saved seed, all help. Yields are excellent. 

Google the title for more information.  Richard Graham 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
'The Earth and Us' by Henry Haslam 

Henry is a local author and this was published by FeedARead.com in 2018. This is a 

book about people and our impact on the natural environment. It looks at the 

relevance of psychology, politics, technology and economics and at how we all live our 

lives. Anyone interested in the environmental debate will find this a good well 
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researched and very interesting read. Henry is a retired natural scientist with a past 

career in the earth sciences. The only issue I have with it is that he did not speak to 

farmers before writing it and they are changing their habits with regenerative 

agriculture.   Richard Graham 
 

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION (WFA) 
Somerset branch 

The Somerset branch meets in Othery Village Hall on the second Wednesday of the 

month at 7.30pm for a 7.45pm start.   

13 October will be the next event where the speaker is Chris Copson with 'The 

DAAG's Tale'. Chris, who is head of collections at Haynes International Motor Museum 

and formerly curator of The Keep Military Museum, explores the work of Major 

Batten, the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General of the 33rd Division. The DAAG were 

principally involved in the logistics of the Division, a subject unknown to many. 

Everyone is welcome to our talks, we ask for a modest £4 donation to help with costs 

(under 18s free). We get excellent speakers on various topics; look on the main WFA 

website under branches for details https://www.westernfrontassociation.com/branches  

Bring your own drinks, or tea and coffee available at 50p. The Western Front 

Association was formed in 1980 to maintain interest in the period 1914-1918, to 

perpetuate the memory, courage and comradeship of those on all sides who served 

their countries in France and Flanders and their own countries during the Great War. 

It does not seek to glorify war and is non-political. It is an educational charity. 

Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset WFA, 01823 698156 
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OTHERY READING GROUP 
The theme for this month was conspiracy and the book was ‘Our Man in Havana’ by 

Graham Greene. There are several conspiracies, all agencies both within Cuba and 

without, vying for knowledge and power. It is difficult, if not impossible to distinguish the 

strands of influence. Even within agencies (MI6) there is a conspiracy of silence to 

enhance the reports of operatives in the field, in order to build reputations and careers. 

Cuba presents a violent background to GG’s gentle mockery of both Englishmen abroad 

and of the secret service. Comments were made that the plot is unbelievable, MI6 would 

never think that a plan of a vacuum cleaner could be construed as a weapon of mass 

destruction. However farcical it might seem, a similar incident did occur in Europe and a 

complete fabrication was taken seriously in Whitehall during the 1950s. 

The plot leads through satire and burlesque into more searching probing into human 

relationships. As GG said ‘In human relationships, kindness and lies are worth a thousand 

truths’. 

However, despite the humour and the beautiful writing, the novel did not win general 

approval with many finding it dated, there is only one London Airport and BOAC flies 

again. 

The book for October is ‘Packing Up’ by Brigid Keenan. Should you be interested in 

joining the group contact Martin  Wall at martinwall1@mac.com. 

Gill Wilkinson 

 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH ROOM 
Coffee Mornings 

Our Coffee Mornings restarted on Tuesday 

7 September, wonderfully supported with 

most of our regulars attending and enjoying 

the meeting up of familiar faces and 

welcoming some new ones too! 

The Committee ensured that the Church 

Room was cleaned thoroughly before 

opening and had the windows and door open 

the whole time. 

The Coffee Mornings are held in the Church 

Room in North Lane every Tuesday between 

10am and 12 noon. We can offer tea, hot 

chocolate and a variety of coffees including 

cappuccino and fresh coffee so there is 

something to suit everyone’s taste. 

We also have a selection of home-made 

marmalade and sometimes chutney! There is 

a selection of books for sale (25p per book) 

with a variety of authors and a lending library 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 
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of jigsaw puzzles for those of you who fancy a challenge. 

This is a great opportunity to meet up with friends and relax for a while, so please do 

join us – you’ll be made very welcome.  

Coffee Morning Team 
 

 

CLASSIC & VINTAGE VEHICLES 
Road Run and Pig Roast, 

Saturday 18 September 

The second annual Othery Classic and 

Vintage Vehicles Road Run took place 

on the lovely sunny day of Saturday 18 

September. Amongst the 58 cars and 

motorbikes entered for the run was a 

1916 registered Chevrolet 490, a truly 

mesmerising vintage vehicle. 

After the entrants were assembled 

and viewed by the participants and 

thronging crowds of spectators ‘The 

Vehicle Stirring Most Memories’ was 

judged by Rev Kelvin Williams and the 

perpetual cup presented to winning 

owner Mr Peter Grenter of Meare by 

the Road Run Committee Chairman 

Anthony Betty. 

The lovingly restored and treasured 

cars and motorbikes then set off on 

the 48 mile run from Othery through 

Long Sutton, Martock, 

Crewkerne, Chard, 

Ilminster, Curry Rivel, 

Langport and back to 

Othery where they were 

able to enjoy a welcoming 

pig roast. 

The event, organised by St 

Michael’s PCC, raised over 

£800 for Othery’s parish 

church. 

Othery Road Run Committee 

 

  MOORLINCH

Rev Kelvin Williams (left), Mr Peter Grenter (centre) and 

Road Run Chairman Anthony Betty (right)  
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MOORLINCH MEET AND GREET! 
The eagerly anticipated and previously postponed Meet and Greet in Moorlinch saw 

more than 100 neighbours mingling on August Bank Holiday Monday to chat about the 

opportunities for socialising in the future. 

The event was partially funded by a grant from the Somerset Community Fund (SCF). 

Earlier in the year the Hall Committee were made aware that the SCF would be making 

grants to organisations to facilitate growth ‘post COVID’. 

We were pretty confident that our aspirations, as a village resource for ‘village people’, 

fitted well with their criteria and we were right! A grant of £2,500 was made with three 

objectives: 

Firstly, to make the Hall fit for 

use with all the limitations of 

post pandemic restrictions – 

and as visitors will have 

noticed, hygiene products are 

accessible throughout the 

building. 

Secondly, the provision of two 

Friendly Benches giving the 

opportunity to rest and enjoy 

the surroundings. (There is 

now also a very comfortable 

seat in memory of Olive 

Radford in the vicinity so it 

will be a very convivial 

rendezvous.) 

And finally, a social event for 

neighbours and particularly the 

newcomers to Moorlinch to 

reconnect. Reviews of the 

event on Facebook were very 

appreciative…’it was really 

lovely’ ‘it was a wonderful 

afternoon’ ‘thank you for 

bringing us all together again’. 

It is probably worth 

mentioning at this point that 

the Hall Committee exist to 

maintain and manage the hall. They do organise fundraising events in the village so that 

there is money available for maintenance, but they are not the social committee and 

groups who want to organise village events are encouraged to contact members of the 

committee to discuss their plans and any support they may need. 

Moorlinch Church Hall Committee 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS 
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More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 
 

CHURCH COFFEE MORNINGS 
Saturday 25 September, Jim and Morag’s, The Old Manor Farmhouse, 10am to 12 noon. 
Saturday 30 October, Nick Dunsby, The Clock Barn, 10am to 12 noon. 
The coffee mornings restarted in August and the fact that it was Denise’ birthday was 

entirely coincidental. Thank you to the hosts and Denise for organising these. 
Richard Graham 
 

STAWELL VILLAGE HALL  
Art and Craft Exhibition and Hub Cafe 

You are invited to a very special Stawell Village Event on Saturday 16 October from 

10am to 2pm and Sunday 17 October from 2pm to 5pm. 

Stawell villagers will be exhibiting their creations which they have produced over the 

enforced lockdown period. Including art, woodwork, photography, fabric and 

needlework, sculpture and anything else we don’t yet know about. 

Entry will be free, so please come and join us. Tea and coffee will be available. 

So let’s celebrate our creativity. 

For more information please contact Margaret Williams on 01278 723482. 

  GREINTON

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 
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WALKING TREASURE HUNT 
Saturday 2 October, 11am - 1.30pm.  

First start 11am and last start is at Noon.  

Expected duration of one hour and followed by 

ploughman’s lunch. Start and finish in the open garages 

of The Manor. £5 per person for St Francis Church.  

Please phone 01278 722284 to book in for catering 

purposes and pay on the door. 
Lianne Graham 
 

Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in 

Somerset Facebook group 
 

GREINTON VILLAGE HALL 
Forthcoming events at Greinton Village Hall: 

 Mouse Racing on Saturday 30 October  

 Christmas Bingo on Saturday 11 December. 

Start times for both events to be confirmed. 

Plus, Carol Singing around the village on Sunday 19 December.  

Meet in front of the church at 4pm.  

Finish with drinks around the firepit at West Town Farm at around 6pm. 

 

Finally, the new book exchange in the 

old telephone box continues to be very 

successful.  

It now contains as many books, DVDs 

etc as it can comfortably hold – we 

have to remember that the telephone 

box’s primary purpose is to house our 

defibrillator and we have to be careful 

not to obstruct easy access.  

Please could we adopt a “one in, one 

out” policy for the book exchange from 

now on? If you bring a book down, 

please take one or more away with you. 

Toby Crispin 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
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MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE SHOP AND POST OFFICE 
The Shop and Post Office have weathered the storm and kept going during a difficult 

period for us all. The shop has been extended last year and now we have a brand new 

ramp following the old one decaying. To be expected after 14 years of community 

trading.  

During Covid many younger villagers came to the rescue of us oldies. We have now 

returned to it while they return to their busy lives. We are grateful.  

We have lost some of our original volunteers who do not wish to return, and finding 

volunteers to help out for an hour or two, in what is a very pleasant social task can 

prove strangely difficult.  

So, if there are any villagers who would like to do their little bit for the village, we 

would be pleased to hear from you. Please have a chat with any of the committee or 

Linda and Laura in the Post Office.  

Gordon Leonard 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH 
Services 

10 October 10.00am United Service at Holy Cross  

26 October  6.30pm  Circuit Service HC with Rev Deborah Kirk 

Pauline Stewart 
 

WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB 
Brunch on Saturday, 23 October, 

10.30am to 12 noon 

We know how much you enjoy our 

Brunches and it's been a while.  Bacon, 

egg, sausage etc., Raffle. 

This time we are doing this as our 

contribution to the village's HM Queen's 

Jubilee celebrations next year. 

So come along and enjoy this event to 

help raise money for another big 

celebration!! 

Pauline Stewart 

 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S 
PLATINUM JUBILEE  
The PJ (Platinum Jubilee) steering group 

under the auspices of the Parish Council 

are continuing to bring together people 

and ideas for Middlezoy residents to 

mark the occasion. 

It is hoped that village organisations will 

help fundraise to provide a memorable 

 MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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weekend of events. 

We can announce the first of these fundraisers 

– 'A Cake and Produce Sale' to be held on 

Saturday 16 October – 10am to 12 noon in the 

Village Hall. We would appreciate any donations 

of cakes and produce. They can be given in 

advance to Pam Hayman, Ann Keirle, Pam 

Jamieson or Moysie Birks. 

Some further events planned include Bingo, Quizzes, Village Garage Sale and A Grand 

Raffle - so watch this space.  

On the weekend itself Garden Art will return with the theme of  'Something that has 

influenced life in the UK over the last 70 years'. Get those creative juices working now 

- we know what talent there is out there. 

See you all at the sale for home baking delights.   

Pam Jamieson (PJ) 

Sheepshome1@outlook.com 
 

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 
Middlezoy Community Project (MCP) 

It was most definitely third time lucky for MCP's 'Queen Tribute; and mini-festival’ 

which finally took place on Sunday 5 September, having been cancelled twice; the first 

time because of national lock down and the second time because band members had 

gone down with Covid. 

We were blessed with late summer sunshine and Mediterranean style warmth meaning 

that everyone seemed to have a wonderful time. The music by 'Phil Collins', 'The 

Phogues' and 'Queen' raised all our spirits and those on the cricket field too, as cricket 

players and spectators joined in with singing along to a wealth of much loved songs 

from our exceptional and professional players. Big thanks to our fantastic volunteers 

for helping-out with buying, storing and serving drink on the day.  It was great to see a 

wide range of ages all enjoying music, company and cricket at the same time. Perhaps 
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something to think of doing again in the future? 

MCP are delighted to report that Ann Lipscomb has returned to us as the Chair of our 

committee and that we now have Rachael Worth as Secretary.   

Taylor Brooks and Josh Thorogood have also joined us, bringing down the average age 

of the committee by a good few years. Welcome aboard all! 

We are hoping to hold at least one event before Christmas, but rather than be 

thwarted by Covid yet again, we have decided to wait and see how the next weeks of 

school, college, work place and office opening up affects our community before making 

any decisions. 

Watch this space.   

Sally Evans, Vice Chair 01823 690234 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Services 

On 10 October the joint church/chapel service will held in Holy Cross at 4pm. It will 

be a service developed by the Iona Community. Tea and home-made cakes will follow. 

On 24 October the service is a Holy Communion at 10am led by Rev Andrea. 

Bell Ringing 

The bellringers have resumed playing for services. The practice evenings are on 

Mondays, alternating between Middlezoy and Westonzoyland. If you are interested in 

learning the art of bellringing come along to one of the practice nights or contact the 

Tower Captain, Peter Welsh on 01823 698405. 

Organ Recital 

Following the refurbishment of the organ 

earlier this year, the Church has 

arranged an organ recital by Matthew 

Redman, FRCO, on Saturday 9 October.  

Tickets, £8 for adults and £3 for 

under16s, are available from Middlezoy 

PO or contact Gill on 01823 698429 . 

Rev Julie Harris 

Julie Harris was, for several years, one of 

the Readers in the Benefice. She then 

entered the ministry and three of us 

were privileged to be present at 

Tickenham Church on 26 August when 

she was installed by Bishop Ruth as 

Rector of Christ Church, Nailsea with St 

Quiricus and St Julietta, Tickenham. 

Middlezoy PCC 
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MIDDLEZOY HERITAGE GROUP 
The Heritage Group’s Open Afternoon proposed for 19 September had to be cancelled 

and is now arranged for Sunday 3 October.  

It will be held in the Chapel from 2pm-5pm. 

One of the topics being investigated by the group is the history of the older buildings in 

the village. If you can provide any information, please come along to the Open 

Afternoon. 

The group meets on the first Thursday of every month at 10am.  

We are now meeting in the church. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the group and their aims, please come 

along to the Open Afternoon or to one of the meetings. 

Middlezoy Heritage Group 

Wow, what a fantastic and busy start to the term we have had, we are already in full 

swing with some brilliant learning going on across both schools.  

We would like to say a massive warm welcome to our new starters in both Reception 

(Unicorn Class) and to those who have joined Hatchling’s pre-school. All children have 

arrived back at school with a positive and enthusiastic attitude and look very smart in 

their uniforms; truly embracing our “Be the best you can be” school motto.  

  

  

  

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, Chainsaw 
Safety and Awareness (SAD), Climbing and Aerial 
Rescue, Brushcutters, Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other courses 
offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, Nutrition, 
Management. 

  

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 

  MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY SCHOOLS 
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We have also welcomed four fabulous new members of teaching staff this year. Mrs 

Hayley Silver is our new Reception and Year 1 teacher, Mr Tom Peacock is teaching 

part-time in Years 2 and 3, Miss Melissa Taylor in Year 4 and finally Mrs Natalie 

McNamara is our Year 5 and 6 teacher this year. Miss Robertson is still very much 

involved with the children’s learning until she starts her maternity leave in October. 

We would like to thank all of the members of our school community for helping to 

make our new team members feel so welcome! 

At Middlezoy, the staff and children are excited to have taken delivery of an amazing 

mosaic created by artist Allan Punton, designed with the help of the children and 

encompassing our school motto of “Be the best you can be”. The mosaic has been 

proudly displayed in our entrance hallway, for members of our school community and 

all visitors to see upon their arrival. There will be something arriving at Othery in due 

course!  

We are excited to announce that we are once again fortunate enough to be able offer 

cricket coaching to all children, provided by the Somerset Cricket Board. This was 

extremely successful when it ran last year, and the children went on to successfully 

participate in cricket tournaments alongside other local schools. In addition to cricket 

coaching in PE sessions, the Somerset Cricket Board are also offering a new and 

exciting after-school club for children in Years 4-6. We are grateful to them for this 

opportunity and are looking forward to seeing the children enjoying themselves and 

progressing their skills. 

Miss Booth, our SENCO and Year 2/3 teacher, organised a wonderful day for our 

children celebrating all things Roald Dahl. This fun-filled day took place on Monday 13th 

September and involved the children 

dressing up as their favourite Roald Dahl 

characters and creating masterpiece hats 

for our ‘Best Hat’ competition, with 

prizes up for grabs for the most 

imaginative. We were thrilled to see the 

children’s costumes and creative hat 

designs!  

Once again, it is set to be an exciting 

year. 

This term, our topic is “Our Local 

Area!! We would love to hear from 

anyone who has long standing family 

links to the village. If anyone would be 

willing to share their experiences of 

growing up and living in the village with 

the children, I would love to hear from 

you. Please call the school office on 

01823 698464/5. 

With my best wishes, 

Mrs Lindsay Hayward 

Headteacher  

  

 
GREINTON 

SERVICE STATION 
WESLEY LEWIS 

  

• MOT testing on petrol 
and diesel vehicles 

• Car sales and servicing 

• All repairs undertaken 

• Air conditioning service 
and repair 

  

Taunton Road. 

Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP 

Telephone 01458 210094 
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  USEFUL INFORMATION 
 
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give the following 

information about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm  TA7 9BU 

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU  

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD  

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Thursdays 7, 14, 21, 28 October 

Black Wheeled Bins, alternate weeks: 

Thursdays 14, 28 October 

Garden Waste Bins, alternate weeks: 

Middlezoy: Mondays 11, 25 October 

Othery: Thursdays 7, 21 October 

Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet, Greinton: 

Thursdays 14, 28 October  

RECYCLING CENTRES 
Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm 

weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening 

times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/

centres 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
This service continues on a Friday every 4 

weeks. 

Next visit: 8 October 

Stawell Village Hall 9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction 

10.45am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop 

12.30pm - 1.10pm 

For further information about reading books 

online contact Libraries Direct on  

0300 123 2224 or visit 

VILLAGE AGENTS 
 

To contact a Village Agent ring   

01823 331222 and they will quickly 

find the most suitable person to deal 

with your query.  Referrals can also be 

made via local doctors’ surgeries. 

 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood  

Email:  janew@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Phone: 07985 680266 

 

MOORLINCH 

To be allocated.  

 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell  

Email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Phone:  07946461548 

 

GREINTON 

To be allocated 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416  
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHURCH MINISTER 

Middlezoy: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220  
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284  

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See Useful Information on page 20 for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm                                           

Shop 01823 587222 - Mornings - Open: Monday to Saturday 8.45am-11am 

                                 Afternoons - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3pm-5pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464; The London Inn 01823 698416 

Maisey’s Bakery 01823 698244;  Open Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 8.30am-2pm, 

Hot Takeaway: 8.30am-12 noon 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;  
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 698366;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2021 

The Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the services  

DATE SEASON METHODISTS ANGLICAN 

Oct. 
3 Sun 

18th Sunday 

after Trinity 
  10.00am United Benefice Communion 

              at Othery 

10 Sun 19h Sunday 

after Trinity 
4.00pm Joint service 

followed by tea and cake 

at Middlezoy Church with 

10.00am Morning Worship, Othery 
10.00am Communion, Moorlinch 
10.00am Communion, Stawell 

17 Sun 20th Sunday 

after Trinity 
  10.00am United Benefice Communion 

              at Moorlinch 

24 Sun Last Sunday 

after Trinity 
(Bible Sunday) 

6.30pm HC service at 

Middlezoy Chapel 
10.00am Communion, Middlezoy 
10.00am Morning Worship, Othery 
10.00am Morning Worship, Moorlinch 
10.00am Communion, Stawell 

31 Sun 4th Sunday 

before Advent 
  10.00am United Benefice Communion 

             at Stawell 

Nov. 
7 Sun 

3rd Sunday 

before Advent 
  10.00am United Benefice Communion 

             at Middlezoy 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

Oct. 
3 Sun 

18th Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Proper 22) 

OT:       Job, chapter 1, v 1 and chapter 2, vv 1 to 10 

Psalm:    26 

Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 1, vv 1 to 4 and chapter 2, 

             vv 5 to 12 

Gospel:  Mark, chapter 10, vv 2 to 16 

10 Sun 19th Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Proper 23) 

OT:       Job, chapter 23, vv 1 to 9 and 16 to the end 

Psalm:    22, vv 1 to 15 

Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 4, v 12 to the end 

Gospel:  Mark, chapter 10, vv 17 to 31 

17 Sun 20th Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Proper 24) 

OT:       Job, chapter 38, vv 1 to 7 and 34 to the end 

Psalm:    104, vv 1 to 10 

Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 5, vv 1 to 10 

Gospel:  Mark, chapter 10, vv 35 to 45 

24 Sun Last Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Bible Sunday) 

OT:       Isaiah, chapter 55, vv 1 to 11 

Psalm:    19, v 7 to the end 

Epistle:   2 Timothy, chapter 3, vv 14 to chapter 4, v 5 

Gospel:  John, chapter 5, v 36b to the end 

31 Sun 4th Sunday 

before Advent 

OT:       Deuteronomy, chapter 6, v 1 to 9 

Psalm:    119, vv 1 to 8 

Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 9, vv 11 to 14 

Gospel:  Mark, chapter 12, vv 28 to 34 

Nov. 
7 Sun 

3rd Sunday 

before Advent 

OT:       Jonah, chapter 3, vv 1 to 5 and 10 

Psalm:    62, v 5 to the end 

Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 9, v 24 to the end 

Gospel:  Mark, chapter 1, vv 14 to 20 


