
1  

Dear All, 

As the cold, dark and rather damp winter gives way to the warmth 

of the spring sunshine, our hearts are revived by the sights and 

sounds of new life springing up all around us; the lambs frolicking in 

the fields, trees and flowers blooming in vivid array and the cheerful, 

celebratory song of the birds singing their hallelujahs as a backdrop 

to the freshness and beauty of new life. 

This annual cycle of nature with its rhythm of death and new life is 

echoed in our own lives. None of us is exempt from the pain and 

darkness of suffering, disappointment or loss, experienced in broken relationships, loss 

of loved ones and illness.  

We also now have to deal with the fear of a virus on the loose amongst us.  

Yet, in all these difficult and dark times we experience, we are not alone, we are not 

without hope. Christ, who himself suffered the pain of disappointment, betrayal and 

abandonment, identifies with us and walks with us through our pain, offering us hope.  

This hope is at the heart of the Easter story which we are reminded of at this time of 

year. Jesus, who carried the burden of our suffering and our sin to the Cross, and died 

an ignominious death on Good Friday, was raised to new life on Easter Sunday for each 

and every one of us.  

In the darkness and pain of suffering, Jesus offers us the comfort of His Presence and 

strength to help us through to the bright dawn of new life in Him. The power that 

raised Jesus from the dead can be yours and touch your life with hope and joy this 

Easter.  

The example of new life we see in 

the flowers, the trees and the 

baby animals points us to the new 

life we can share with Christ. 

Despite all the fear that the 

Coronavirus brings, this is a time 

to discover that Easter is a 

celebration filled with hope 

because of the mystery of the 

Risen Lord. That power that 

raised Jesus from the dead can be 

yours and touch your life with 

hope, dispelling the darkness.  

May you have a blessed Easter 

filled with the life and hope of 

Christ! 

Rev Andrea Harwood, 

Benefice Vicar 

  EASTER MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR 
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  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

  FROM THE REGISTERS  

The funeral and interment of Mabel Hutchinson was held on 17 March at Holy Cross 

Middlezoy. 

MOMSS MAGAZINE APPEAL 
Dear Readers, 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who generously responded to our Appeal for help in 

last month’s magazine. 

If you missed the article and would like to make a donation of £10 to help keep the 

MOMSS magazine going you can hand your donation to a benefice churchwarden or 

one of the MOMSS committee or you can make a direct bank transfer to: 

United Benefice MOMSS 

Santander Bank 

Sort Code 09.01.53 

Account Number 79133288 

Ref. 'Magazine' 

Thank you. 

Richard Graham (Chairman), Anita Winslade, Jane Stryker, Gill Wilkinson, Isobel Davis 

MOMSS Magazine Committee 
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UNITED BENEFICE SERVICES 
In the light of Government guidance around non-essential contact, the Archbishops of 

Canterbury and York have issued advice that public worship is suspended until further 

notice. 

This means that there will be NO Easter Services. However, the churches will be open 

for private prayer in the normal way and there will be digital communication so we can 

meet in spirit if not in flesh. 

 
TIME TO SHOW CARE FOR ALL 

As we reflect on the Easter story this month I’m reminded of the sense 

of ‘touch’. It was Passover, a religious festival, and as Jesus was laid in 

the tomb, Sabbath was upon them. So the usual burial rites were not 

attended to by the women who were closest to Jesus. It would have 

been improper to touch the dead body, hence their early arrival on that 

resurrection morning.  

In the following days, in attempts to dispel disbelief, Jesus’ followers had 

opportunity to not only talk with him, eat with him, but also touch him as he came 

among them. Thomas’s doubt was dispelled as he was invited to place his hand in the 

wounds of Christ.  

As I write this we are wondering what COVID-19 might have in store for us in the UK. 

We hear now that Italy has taken drastic action in hoping to contain the virus. I don’t 

know what further precautions we in the UK may have taken by the time you read this. 

Currently we are all taking greater care with our personal hygiene in washing hands and 

ensuring we use and bin tissues. Today, along with the rest of the Church of England, 

we in Bath and Wells, have recommended that we only receive bread or wafers at Holy 

Communion and refrain from touching, through blessing, sharing the Peace or prayer 

through laying on of hands. 

There will be various responses to the concerns raised by the Government and the 

media. Some may feel anxiety or fear about the nature of the virus whilst others may 

wonder if the emergency planning appears over-reactive. Our response as a Church 

must be that we do what we can to ensure we stay safe by taking all precautions 

recommended. And that we 

do all we can to reassure 

people who may feel 

vulnerable and worried by 

staying calm and showing 

compassion and care for all. 

But how do we express such 

care? I’ve realised that touch 

plays quite an important part 

in showing we care for 

someone. When I was training 

as a nurse for a brief period 

many years ago, I recall being 

shown some research on 



4 

touch. It was an eye-opener! Even the briefest of touches can cause people to feel 

better, cared for and happier. 

But the presence of Coronavirus means that we have to withdraw touch to prevent the 

possibility of infection. So how might we try to replace touch with other signals of our 

care and value? What might that look like? 

As folk may find themselves ‘self-isolating’ due to potential symptoms of the virus we 

have the opportunity to find new ways to show our care. Phone calls and cards, food 

deliveries, creative use of social media and streaming of worship services may all be 

ways to stay in touch and help people to know they are not alone. Rather than finding 

ourselves paralysed by the situation let us discover how we can create new 

opportunities to strengthen our relationships and communities. 

May our actions be the reassuring, life-affirming ‘touch’ of the risen Christ this Easter! 

Easter blessings 

The Rt Rev Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

Somerset Sight 
Somerset Sight celebrated its centenary in 

2019 and was awarded the Queen’s Award 

for Voluntary Service. 

The charity works with the visually impaired 

and seeks to enable them to lead more fulfilled and independent lives. More than 500 

new people every year require these services: 6% are children, 20% are of working age 

and 74% are over 70.  They come to Somerset Sight for emotional and practical help. 

They and their family or carer are often at a low ebb. The staff are well trained and 

understand the difficulties encountered – many being sight impaired themselves. 

Immediate empathy is formed. 

The charity also produces a most professional and informative magazine three times a 

year giving details of regular activities and social groups. There is a shop on site in 

Taunton. There are regular visits from the Mobile Advisory Service which also visits 40 

towns and villages in the rural areas. 

I became a Voluntary Visitor for Somerset Sight 18 months ago and was ‘matched’ with 

two very elderly ladies (89 and 95). Both were initially apprehensive at allowing a 

stranger into their homes. Both had ‘lost’ their husbands some years earlier in addition 

to their other much-loved companion – the family dog! We soon found much to talk 

about although my most important role is listener then secretary and driver. Both 

ladies are fortunate in having good health and remain mobile but all friends are 

deceased and the few family members, still living, live away and are elderly themselves.  

The fortnightly two hour visits are therefore an important link with the outside world 

and provide for me a rewarding, instructive and humbling experience. I would 

encourage anyone interested in people and with a few hours to spare make contact 

with Somerset Sight (01823 333818 or email admin@somersetsight.org.uk) you are 

unlikely to regret it. The charity is always in need of volunteers and donations. 

Moorlinch Church Committee has chosen Somerset Sight as its charity for 2020. 

Marion Mainhood 

  CHARITY CLOSE UP 

mailto:admin@somersetsight.org.uk
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER BY THE ARCHBISHOPS 
Being a part of the Church of England is going to look very different in the days ahead. 

Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance at church on Sunday, and more 

characterised by the prayer and service we offer each day. We may not be able to pray 

with people in the ways that we are used to, but we can certainly pray for people. And 

we can certainly offer practical care and support. Please do carry on supporting the 

local foodbank and buy extra provisions for it. Ensure the night shelters wherever 

possible are kept open. There are many very encouraging schemes happening right 

across our country in communities to focus on caring for the most vulnerable, so do 

continue to play your part in those. 

 
 

TRUSSELL TRUST 
The Trussell Trust is hoping for cash donations in these challenging 

times. Many of us have to self isolate and supermarkets have unusual 

shortages although stock is readily available. It is difficult to imagine 

life on the street.   

www.trusselltrust.org 

  GENERAL ITEMS 



6 

THE ART GROUP 
We are keen to welcome some new members to join our 

long-established Moorlinch Art Group. We meet on 

Wednesday mornings during term time in the Church Hall. 

The emphasis is on enjoying the creative process in congenial 

company.  

You can feel free to pursue your own approach, or share 

problems and answers with fellow artists. It doesn’t matter 

what you consider your level of expertise to be, or whatever 

medium you choose, or are thinking of trying out.  

People sometimes feel inspired to paint or draw outside, the 

setting and views are fantastic! Those who feel inclined can 

set up a still life, or use each other as models for a spot of life 

drawing. The unifying feature is a warm welcome and a good supply of tea or coffee. 

We charge ourselves £25 for ten sessions, 10.30am to 12.30pm.  

Contact Anne Farmer 01458 210393 or Lis Oliver : lissie.oliver@hotmail.com . 

 

FARM DIARY 
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. In mid March in mid Somerset, we are still in a wet time with our clay 

soils being too sticky to consider spring planting. Gardens will be likewise. After the 

end of March it may not be worth planting at all and fallowing may be better for the 

field but not the bank account. However, we have put on the first nitrogen to our 

winter crops. Some have survived this continual wet weather but as one farmer 

commentator mentioned in the farming press, farmers are not going to do well 

financially this coming year. We have lost half a field of winter beans and parts of three 

fields of winter wheat are struggling to grow away from the wet. Wheat produces 

tillers or side shoots so that more than one seed bearing head is produced by the 

sowing of a seed. Winter cereals produce tillers before and after Christmas but only 

the ones produced before Christmas will produce a viable ear of corn. In the wet areas 

 

 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 
* Private Chapel of Rest * 

* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 
* Home Visiting Service * 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
 

mailto:mail@annefarmer.net
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referred to above a struggling wheat plant has no tillers. Livestock will remain in the 

farm buildings for March although the grass is growing with the temperatures often 

above 10 C. 

Schools. Last month I recommended looking at www.NFUeducation.com for information 

provided by the NFU for support and information on teaching of STEM subjects. It is 

easy to connect these with farming. In addition, the Gloucestershire farmer and TV 

presenter, Adam Henson, has launched www.feedmetruth.co.uk to offer nurseries,  

primary and secondary schools a way to show the journey of every plate of food. “The 

appreciation and understanding of food starts with children simply knowing how and 

where the ingredients on their plate were produced”, he said. “Every school dinner has 

a story to tell, a journey. We need every child to explore it and be inspired and learn 

from it.” 

Coronavirus. One report on this had the headline that it sounds the death knell for 

globalisation. This may be fanciful or it may be true. The writer Garry White is chief 

investment commentator at wealth management company Charles Stanley and was 

writing in The Daily Telegraph of 6 March 2020. His argument was that our supply 

chains provide cheap labour and economies of scale for big business, but the virus has 

demonstrated that security of production has been sacrificed in order to save costs. He 

quotes the Indian authorities who have placed export restrictions on some medicines. 

India is the biggest supplier of generic medicines, accounting for about 20% of world 

exports. As the government strikes trade deals on our exit from the EU, supporting 

our farmers has to be a vital component of our future as an independent nation. One 

thing is certain, farmers with animals and few staff will be looking after them whatever 

their own health.  Richard Graham 

 

SEDGE MOORS TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
QUIZ NIGHT 

Sadly we had to postpone the fundraising Quiz Night because of the government’s 

advice to avoid the potential to spread the Coronavirus COVID-19. A new date for 

this event will be arranged sometime later this year. 

 
VISIT BY NORMANDY TWINNERS 
In the interest of us all in Somerset we have had to postpone the planned visit to us of 

our French twinning group from Normandy. It is hoped that the visit may take place 

later this year or else be re-arranged for next year.  
Roger Harding, Chairman 

 

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION (WFA) 
Somerset Branch 
The Somerset branch of the WFA will NOT be meeting this month. Many of the 

people who attend are in the high risk demographic therefore we want to keep them 

as safe as we are able. We hope to book any cancelled speakers for the following year. 

Please watch for any decision as to the May meeting. We hope you understand the 

decision which is backed by the national WFA. 

Pat Adamson 

Secretary Somerset W.F.A., 01823 698156 
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SKY AT NIGHT 
April 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of April 6.44am-7.45pm  End of April 5.44am-8.32pm 

Moon Phases 

First Quarter 1 April; Full 8 April: Last Quarter 14 April: New Moon 23 April 

First Quarter 30 April  

Planets 

Venus is at its brightest for the year on 28 April and is above the western horizon until 

2.30am. From 3am until sunrise Jupiter, Saturn and Mars in turn rise in the east. 

Mercury, Neptune and Uranus are all too close to the Sun to be seen. 

Stars 

Ursa Major, the Great Bear or Plough, is one of the most easily recognised 

constellations in the sky and being circumpolar it is visible all year in fact it is possible 

to recognise the time of year as it moves around the sky like the hands of a clock. 

Spring is as good time to observe the constellation as although it looks upside down it 

is at its highest in the sky now, all you need to do to find it is face north and look high 

overhead. When observing look at the middle star in the tail of the bear and you will 

see that there are two stars here being Alcor and Mizar. They are different distances 

from Earth so are not a true pair however Mizar does have a true companion star 

unfortunately invisible to the naked eye. 

Phenomena 

The full moon rising at just after 8.30pm 

on the 8 April will be the biggest and 

brightest full moon of 2020 when it will 

be over 10,000 miles closer to Earth 

than its furthest position. The Lyrid 

Meteor shower peaks over the night of 

21/ 22 April with no moonlight to spoil 

the view. 

Paul Adamson, 01823 698156 

 

SOMERSET LEVELS 
STARGAZERS 
Meetings are cancelled until further 

notice. We will resume. 

The Somerset Levels Stargazers were 

recently donated a telescope from a kind 

lady in Burrowbridge our thanks go out 

to her. 
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156 

somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com 

http://somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk 
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LITERARY LUNCH WITH DAMIEN BOYD 
Due to be held on 31 March this has now been postponed until later in the year. 

Moorlinch Church Committee 
 

MUSIC ON THE LEVELS 
Music on the Levels announces that the concerts scheduled to take place on 29 March 

and 26 April will now not take place as planned. 

“We have taken the decision reluctantly, says Music on the Levels committee chair, Paul 

Smith, but think that it is the best interests of our audiences. We have taken seriously 

the advice from the church about not serving and sharing food during the current 

coronavirus outbreak and also considered that many of the people who come to 

concerts are among the most vulnerable in society.” 

There are two further concerts in the season, on 31 May and 20 June and the 

committee will decide whether these should go ahead next month. 

It is hoped to present the postponed concerts in the next season. “We appreciate the 

effort that has gone into preparing for these concerts, says Paul and in particular the 

work of the students for the Platform for Young Musicians.” 

Contact Frank on 01278 699071, email onthelevels@outlook.com or visit the Music on 

the Levels website at https://musiconthelevels.com 

CHURCH 
Alan Woodbridge hosted an excellent 

inaugural wine tasting evening in the 

Church on Leap Day. 35 of us were 

entertained by Alan, who provided tasting 

notes on a selection of red wines from 

around the world. It was a great 

opportunity to chat with friends and 

neighbours in a convivial atmosphere and 

learn a little about the dark art of wine 

tasting. Thank you Alan – we’re all 

looking forward to the next one! 

  

VILLAGE HALL 
The very successful Quiz Night in the 

Village Hall in February raised over £180 

for hall maintenance. The Mouse Races 

evening unfortunately had to be cancelled 

We have also been fortunate to benefit 

from a team of Alan’s work colleagues 

who spent a day redecorating the hall, 

giving it a much-needed fresh lick of paint. 

Finally, we have also installed a darts 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
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  EVENTS DIARY  FOR APRIL 2020 
The following Groups, Clubs and Societies have kindly informed us of 

their cancellations as shown below. 

Please contact the other events organisers direct for their latest 

information. 

APRIL TIME EVENT VENUE 

1 Wed 2.15 pm 
7.30 pm 

The Arts Society Sedgemoor branch 
Othery Society Reading Group 

37 Club Puriton 
Cancelled until further notice 

2 Wed 10.00 am Middlezoy Heritage Society Cancelled until further notice 

4 Sat 7.00 pm Stawell Church Fundraising Easter Bingo Postponed until further notice 

5 Sun 4.00 pm Othery Village Easter Party Cancelled 

6 Mon 2.00 pm MOMSS Magazine Committee via internet 

10 Fri   (Public/Bank Holiday) 
[No Mobile Library attendance this 

month] 

  

11 Sat 10.00 am Othery PCC Annual Accounts meeting via internet 

12 Sun   Adverts deadline for next edition of 

MOMSS Magazine 
  

13 Mon   
7.30 pm 

(Public Bank Holiday) 
Othery Parish Council 

  
Cancelled until further notice 

14 Tue 7.30 pm 
  

7.30 pm 

Othery Street Fayre Annual Social Evening 

for Recruits & Volunteers etc 
Othery Gardening Club 

  
Postponed to a future date 
Cancelled until further notice 

15 Wed   
  

2.00 pm 

Articles deadline for next edition of 

MOMSS Magazine 
Othery Craft Group 

  
  
Cancelled until further notice 

18 Sat 7.30 pm Country Music Night & Hog Roast Postponed to a future date 

20 Mon   
  

7.30 pm 

(School Term 5 starts)[Summer Term 1 

starts] 
Burrowbridge Women’s Institute 

  
  
Cancelled until further notice 

21 Tue 7.30 pm 
  

7.30pm 

Moorlinch, Stawell & Sutton Mallet AVM, 

APCM & PCC meetings 
Middlezoy Parish Council 

  
Postponed to a future date 
Middlezoy Village Hall 

22 Wed 7.30 pm Middlezoy AVM, APCM & PCC meetings Cancelled until further notice 

28 Tue 10.30 am PCSO Surgery (Othery) Cancelled until further notice 

29 Wed 7.30 pm 
7.30 pm 

Othery AVM, APCM & PCC meetings 
Somerset Levels Stargazers 

Postponed to a future date 
Cancelled until further notice 
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MAY TIME EVENT VENUE 

4 Mon   (not the Public/Bank Holiday day! It has been 

officially moved to Friday 8th) 
  

6 Wed 7.00 pm 
7.30 pm 

The Arts Society Sedgemoor branch 
Othery Society Reading Group 

37 Club Puriton 
Cancelled until further notice  

7 Thu 10.00 am 

7.00 am 
7.30 pm 

Middlezoy Heritage Society 
Police & Crime Commissioner Elections 
Middlezoy Home Group 

Cancelled until further notice 

Postponed to 2021 
Cancelled until further notice 

The following groups meet every week during School Term times only 

DAY TIME EVENT VENUE 

Wednesdays 10.00 am 
6.00 pm 

Moorlinch Art Group 
Moorlinch Table Tennis Club 

Cancelled until further notice 
Cancelled until further notice 

Fridays 10.30 am Pilates at Middlezoy Cancelled until further notice 

The following organisers of regular events have kindly informed us of their 

cancellations as shown below. 

Please contact the other events organisers direct for their latest 

information. 

The following groups meet every week - except Bank Holidays 

DAY TIME EVENT VENUE 

Mondays 
  

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
6.30 pm 
7.30 pm 
7.30 pm 

Prayer Group 
M'zoy Village Coffee Morning 
Mix-Fit exercise sessions 
M'zoy Bellringing Practice 
‘Tai Chi for Health’ session 

Cancelled until further notice 
Cancelled until further notice 
Cancelled until further notice 
Cancelled until further notice 
Cancelled until further notice 

Tuesdays 10.00 am Othery Coffee Morning Cancelled until further notice 

Wednesdays 7.30 pm 
7.30 pm 

Bellringing Practice 
Short Mat Bowls 

Cancelled until further notice  
Cancelled until further notice 

Thursdays 10.30 am 
7.00 pm 
7.15 pm 

‘Strictly Dance Fit’ session 
Drawing and Painting Classes 
Othery Short Mat Bowls 

Cancelled until further notice 
Cancelled until further notice 
Cancelled until further notice 

Fridays 7.30 pm 
7.30 pm 

Bellringing Practice 
Stawell Short Mat Bowls 

Cancelled until further notice 
Cancelled until further notice 
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board and are now looking forward to our first ‘Pop-Up Pub evening’ at a date to be 

decided. 

 
DEFIBRILLATOR 
The sharp eyed among you may have noticed that the payphone in our phone box has 

now been removed and replaced by a defibrillator. At the time of writing it has not 

been registered and therefore cannot be used but this should change very soon. 

Unfortunately, we have been unsuccessful in persuading BT to replace the door it 

removed a few years ago ‘to prevent vandalism’ so are looking at other ways to make 

the phone box weatherproof. Many thanks go to Sam Hearn for all his hard work in 

making all this possible.  Toby Crispin  

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Lead Theft Update 
It is now several weeks since the lead was removed from the South Aisle Roof. Not 

sure if it is any comfort but we are one of 11 churches that have been attacked (one 

has been attacked twice) in the Diocese in 2020. We have received messages of 

support from Bishop Peter, Archdeacon Anne and Charles Doble (vice chair of the 

DAC). The estimated cost of the repair is between £30,000 and £40,000. The DAC are 

now permitting alternative material to lead but the feedback so far indicates that the 

costs would be similar although an alternative material would be less prone to removal. 

The insurance company has offered £7,500 as we did have not an alarm on the roof. 

Many of the other churches affected have been offered the same even though the 

information on the insurer’s website does not specify an alarm is an essential to obtain 

full cover for the theft of lead. The Diocesan Secretary, with the backing of the DAC, is 

taking this up with insurance company. 

The plastic covering is still being effective and there has been no ingress of water into 

the church. We are however looking at putting down a more durable temporary 

covering and have asked the DAC approval to lay good roofing felt until we have the 

funds to lay a permanent covering. This has the backing of the Conservation Officer at 

Sedgemoor District Council. 

As one church has been attacked twice, we still need to be vigilant. If you see or hear 

anything, please phone the police on 101.  

Jars of Change Appeal 

A reminder that Holy Cross is supporting WaterAid’s Appeal, Jars of Change. Fill a jar 

with your loose change. Collection will be updated. PLEASE COLLECT there are 

communities in far more difficult situations than our own. 

Bridgwater Foodbank  

The Trussell Trust are reporting that their stocks are getting low. As it is more difficult 

for the general public to buy non-perishable goods, we suggest that cash be donated 

instead. Money can be given to Jon Cran who is a Foodbank volunteer, or put it in wall 

donation box which is on the left hand side as you come in the door. Special envelopes 

will be on the table under the box. If you can give Gift Aid please write your Title. 

Christian Name, Surname. Address and Postcode on the envelope and then sign it. This 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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will give the Trust 25p extra for every pound you donate. Food donations can still be 

left in the white box in the church.  

Annual General Meeting 

The AGM of Holy Cross PCC is due take place on Wednesday 22 April at 7.30 pm in 

Holy Cross Church. This has been postponed until the Autumn. 
Ian Campbell, Churchwarden 
 

MIDDLEZOY HERITAGE SOCIETY 
Meetings suspended but life goes on: as part of the 75th anniversary of VE Day the 

Society have been asked if they could provide any photographs of VE Day celebrations in 

Middlezoy. If you can help, please contact Ian Campbell (01823 698790). Photographs 

can be scanned and the original returned right away. OK the date might not be the exact 

anniversary, we all just carry on. Ian Campbell 

 

MIDDLEZOY SHOP AND POST OFFICE 
Details of revised opening times are shown on the inside back 
cover. 
In the present evolving climate we will try to remain well stocked within the limits of 

our storing capacity.  

This may be of value to many with possible reduction in travel, or health problems. 

The shop continues to provide these items that save a trip into town. Our prices are as 

low as we can manage. We are a service, not a profit driven enterprise. As long as we 

remain financially stable, that is satisfactory.  

We are very fortunate in retaining our Post Office, the only one now in the TA7 

district. Linda and Laura are pleased to 

see a number of regular faces from the 

other villages. Keep using it, and hopefully 

we can keep it.  

Speaking of keeping amenities, the shop is 

constantly struggling to find additional 

volunteers, either a one or two hour slot 

at the counter, or alternatively, as a 

floater who might cover the odd spot if 

you were free once in a while. This is due 

to our regulars either on holiday, unwell, 

appointments etc. So if you want to keep 

your shop and its benefits then think how 

you can do your little bit for the 

community.  

Our shop is a very sociable experience. 

Please have a chat anytime you are in.  

Look forward to seeing you.  

Gordon Leonard, Chairman 
 

MIDDLEZOY COMMUNITY 
PROJECT 
Sadly we had to postpone the eagerly 

awaited Queen Tribute band on 21 March 
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  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS  

due to the 

Coronavirus 

restrictions, this will 

now be rescheduled 

for later in the year.  If 

you have tickets, you 

can hold on to them 

for the revised date, 

but if you prefer to 

have a refund, then 

please present your 

tickets at the Post 

Office and your money 

will be returned to 

you. 

We hope to celebrate 

the 75th anniversary of VE Day at the village hall and recreation ground on Saturday 9 

May from 3.30pm to 7.00pm (Coronavirus permitting). Entry will be free and we plan 

to entertain you with the fantastic and nostalgic music of the Bchir Sisters, who you will 

remember performed so successfully at our Grand Vintage Fete last year. You will also 

see twice UK jitterbug champions Hoppin Mad - Graeme, Ann and their friends will 

liven things up for you, and you are welcome to participate should you wish to, so …. if 

you want to take part, then bring your dancing shoes. 

Please see our website www.middlezoyvillagehall.org for more details of the hall.   
Mike Birks, Chairman 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH, MIDDLEZOY 
Services 2020 

Services suspended until further notice, 

Pauline Steward, 01823 698351 
 

SOUPS AND PUDS 

We had hoped to start in late April 

Alas everything is cancelled until further notice, 
 

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING 

We have found it advisable to close the Coffee 

Morning until further notice. We are sorry that you 

will miss your weekly catch up but it is better to take precautions! 
 

 
 
 
STICKY CHURCH 
I'm sure it'll come as no surprise that the Sticky Church events are postponed until 

we're allowed to have them again. I'll be in touch with new dates when we get to that 

point, but in the meantime I hope we can all get through this crisis together safely. In 

my case self-isolation means I'll have no excuse not to get on with the long-awaited (or 
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should I say put off) decorating around the house! 

Keep safe everyone,   Isobel Davis, 01823 698119 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH MOUSE RACES 
Postponed but will come back. Watch this space. 
We have had to postpone the March Mouse Races Evening because of the 

government’s advice to avoid the potential to spread the Coronavirus COVID-19. A 

new date for this event will be arranged sometime later this year. 
 

OTHERY CHURCH ROOM 
TUESDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
The weekly Coffee Mornings in the Church Room have been suspended until the 

Coronavirus Pandemic is over. As soon as we are permitted to continue holding them 

we will advertise that good news. 
Mervyn Winslade & Margaret Harris. Othery Churchwardens 
 

OTHERY READING GROUP 
The book this month was ‘Time and Time Again’ by Ben Elton. 

If you had one chance to change history...where would you go? What would you do? 

Who would you kill?   

Hugh Stanton, ex-soldier and grieving widower is alone in the world. He takes some 

convincing but eventually agrees to go back in time to June 1914. A terrible war is 

coming, a war that will destroy millions of lives across the world. Stanton can change 

that history and prevent a conflict which will bring misery to countless people, and 

ultimately a second world war: a war that will begin with a single bullet.  

But can we change the future by altering the 

past, deciding who lives and who dies? 

Maybe it is lack of understanding that 

ultimately causes Stanton to make all his 

mistakes, leading him to his own little 

quandary. 

The group almost unanimously enjoyed this 

book, some characters were felt to be 

superfluous but it was agreed that the 

author’s description of life in 1914 was well 

researched. It also led to a good discussion 

about the events that led up to the Great 

War and its aftermath leading on to the 

Second World War’ 

Ben Elton has written 16 books and many 

satirical comedies; this was a gripping 

thriller that had a good pace and was 

skilfully written. 

Our book next month is “A Wood of 

One’s Own” by Ruth Pavey.   

Pam Coombes 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), 
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, 
Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other 
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, 
Nutrition, Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 
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THE OTHERY SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting  

The AGM has had to be postponed to 

a suitable future date.  

Chris Court, Chairperson 
 

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 
Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 

and increasing social distancing 

measures, the hall is closed until 

further notice. 

These unfortunate steps have been 

taken in order to reduce the risk of 

transmission of the virus and to keep 

our community safe, which is our 

greatest concern. 

The closure relates to usual activity 

and social events and we have 

suspended bookings as a result. 

However, should the hall need to be 

used for urgent or exceptional 

circumstances, in the interest of our 

community, please contact one of the 

committee members below. 

Stephen Richards-Bond (Chairperson) 

07846444003 

Andy Savva (Deputy Chairperson) 07903549774 

Ella Jennings (Bookings Clerk) 07814754127 

Neil Anderson (Secretary) 07973 633 415 

We will be contacting those with existing bookings in the coming days to ask if you 

wish to postpone or have deposits reimbursed.  

Many thanks for your understanding during these difficult and unusual times. 

The Village Hall committee is now confirmed and the full list of the volunteers with 

their roles and contact details are on display in and outside the hall and on our website 

page. 

Stephen Richards-Bond (Chair) 07846 444003; Bookings; Ella Maisey 01823 690482 or 

07814 754127  Email: otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk     

Website: www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk 

Facebook: Othery Village Hall, Postal: Othery Village Hall, Fore Street, Othery, TA7 0QU 
 

DELIVERY OF MAGAZINE IN MOORLINCH 
Dear Moorlinch Neighbours 

In light of the current situation and for everyone’s safety we have decided that starting 

with the next issue we will be delivering the magazine to you online.  This will continue 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS   
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until such time as government advice changes regarding social distancing. 

Details of how to access the magazine will be circulated in the very near future. 

Fiona Hixon, Churchwarden 
 

MOORLINCH GOOD NEIGHBOURS 
Founded in March 2020, Moorlinch Good Neighbours has been working hard with the 

help of our members and volunteers to support individuals in our area.  

Our work is currently a free service, and our aim is to assist and improve the lives of 

our neighbours who need assistance.  

The kinds of support we can currently offer are, help with collecting shopping, posting 

mail, dog walking, a friendly phone call, picking up prescriptions and other urgent 

supplies.   
Contact us if you are in need of help on 07859 826211 

If there’s no answer, please leave a message and your call will be returned. 

Just call, text or WhatsApp us and we’ll do our best to help you (for free!) 

The support website is at https://rehtip.wixsite.com/moorlinchneighbours  -  check it out to 

get regular updates.  Items should be left on your doorstep. 

Ring O'Bells 

Moorlinch Good Neighbours are delighted to be working in partnership with the Ring 

O'Bells.  

Clive and Trish are happy to offer a Food Take Away service to those living in the 

village.  For those in greater need, if you are self-isolating, have a disability or are 

unwell, we can offer a Meals on Heels or Meals on Wheels service.  This will be subject 

to ordering in advance and Sunday Lunch 

needs to be ordered by Friday at the 

latest.  

For further details including take away 

menus and hours of service please call 

01458 210358 or visit the Ring O’Bells 

Facebook page 

Moorlinch Good Neighbours 

 
MOORLINCH PCC 
The AGM of Moorlinch, Stawell and 

Sutton Mallet PCC was due to take place 

on Tuesday 21 April at 7.30 pm in St 

Francis Church, Stawell but has now been 

postponed until further notice. 

Marion Mainhood, PCC Secretary 

 
LITERARY LUNCH 
Moorlinch Church Hall – Tuesday 31 

March 

Postponed until further notice. 

Pam Coombes 

 

https://rehtip.wixsite.com/moorlinchneighbours
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MOORLINCH CHURCH HALL 
The Church Hall Committee regret that, due to the latest Government advice on the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the Church Hall will be closed until further notice. All fundraising 

and social events planned for the coming months have been cancelled or postponed 

Open Gardens – 7t June cancelled 

The Fete – 11 July cancelled. If possible postponed until later in the summer 

Plant Sale – 17 May cancelled.  Many of you are already growing plants for the Plant 

Sale, please continue to do so. We are working to find a safe and responsible way to 

facilitate swapping plants so that we can all grow some veg and enjoy our gardens this 

summer. More info soon. 

 Once it is safe to do so, we will organise a big village social event to celebrate getting 

through these difficult times. 

 Any queries, please contact Mary Mason 01278 723468 or Jenny Hayward-Karlsson 

01458 211221 

Moorlinch Church Hall Committee 

More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 

PARISH OF STAWELL HERITAGE SOCIETY  
We are a group of enthusiastic villagers wanting to research the historical background 

of Stawell, Sutton Mallet and surroundings. 

For our first venture into the project we are planning to investigate the history of the 

old school in Stawell. 

We would love to hear from you if you have memories or photographs to share, know 

anyone who attended the school or if you would like to receive information about our 

society. 

Please contact Jackie Lusty: jackie_lusty@hotmail.com or 07970 974215 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

Wishing all our Readers, Contributors and 
Advertisers  

a very  

Happy Easter 

http://www.stawellvillage.info
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TROUBLE WITH MY PIPES 
I have been having trouble with my pipes.  They are noisy and vibrate. This is usually 

an air lock but that is as far as my plumbing knowledge goes.  Now our James always 

says that you can look up anything on the net and it’s true.  I looked and there he 

was, a very reassuring old plumber who explained how to get rid of an air lock. You 

can only do it using his method if you have separate taps and luckily we do have 

these.  They are fitted back to front which confuses visitors but we are used to them.  

This old plumber explained that what you do is put your hand tight up against the hot 

tap’s orifice, turn it on, and keeping your hand there, turn on the cold tap.  The usual 

method I understand is to connect the two taps with a length of hose and turn on 

first the hot and then the cold but we don’t have a length of hose or anything to 

secure it to the taps so the hand method it was.  Jean had first go at it, rather 

tentatively from my military standpoint, and we hoped that was that.  It wasn’t.  I was 

forbidden from trying it but how difficult could it be?  So, when Jean had gone out to 

wash and hoover the car, I slipped, rather seamlessly I thought into plumber mode.  I 

decided to use my right hand as the blocker because my left has a Dupytrens 

Contracture and was not up to making a good seal.  I could see Jean outside had only 

reached the taking out all the car seats stage so I had plenty of time.  I slipped my 

good hand under the hot tap and gave the cold one some really hearty turns.  On 

reflection it might have been a good idea to put on my Speedo bathing trunks because 

even without a Dupytrens my right hand was forced off the tap, even though I tried 

valiantly to keep it there.  I know that what I should have done was remove my hand 

completely but hindsight is a wonderful thing.  I valiantly resisted the pressure which 

turned the hot tap into the universal spray model.  It’s amazing where water can get 

to and it’s fair to say that the worktops, cupboards, floor, window sill, windows, 

clock, cooker, inside of one drawer that had been left open, saucepans and cookery 

books were probably overdue a refresher, but Jean who suddenly appeared when I 

was onto the fourth tea towel, wasn’t of the same opinion.  The fact that she had 

skidded on the wet floor didn’t help matters. I am writing this from the shed until the 

heat dies down. 

Frank Reynolds 

MESSAGE FROM THE MOMSS&G MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 
Understandably next month’s issue of our magazine may be a little ‘light’ when it 

comes to Village News because of the challenging times we are all now facing and . . . 

the lack of events that will be taking place in our villages. 

So we need YOU to fill those spaces. 

Items of general interest, short stories, recipes, tips and tricks, quizzes and so on 

would be most welcome.   

We need to keep these articles to our 300 word maximum.  So if you are thinking of 

writing something along the lines of Tolstoy’s War and Peace it will need to be an 

abridged version! 

All articles should be submitted to momssgeditor@live.co.uk by 15 April to be 

included in the May issue. 

MOMSS&G Magazine Committee 
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  USEFUL INFORMATION 

DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give 

the following information about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW  CHT-RT-15 8 3  

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG   SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm  TA7 9BU 

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU  

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD  

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone,  Farther away the call sign is required. 
 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes:  

Every Thursday 

Black Wheeled Bins: 

Thursday 2, Friday 17 and Thursday 30 April 

Garden Waste Bins: 

Service suspended until further notice. 
 

 

NHS - 111 or online at 111.nhs.uk 
 

POLICE Emergencies only tel: 999  Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS 8am - 10pm Weekdays 0800 555 111 

 
 
MOBILE LIBRARY 
Taunton Route ‘Q’ 

Visits are on a Friday, every fourth week. 

Next visit: 11 May, no visit in April 

Stawell: Stawell and SM Village Hall 11.40am – 12 noon 

Moorlinch: Tapmoor Road Junction 12.45pm – 1.05pm 

Middlezoy: Main Road Bus Stop 2pm – 2.20pm 

For further information about this service, contact Libraries Direct 

on 0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 

 

In response to Coronavirus as of Thursday 19 March 2020 all 

public libraries in Somerset will be closed until further notice. 

Remember library services are available 24/7 

at www.SomersetReads.co.uk, where you can download Books, Audiobooks and 

Magazines  

https://111.nhs.uk/?utm_source=nhsuk&utm_campaign=nhs_services&utm_content=nhs_111

